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MINUTES OF THE HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE- March 1, 2005

Members Present: Jeanne Scanlon Brickajlik, Jeff Lapp, Joe Marino, Charlie Moyer, John
Wietecha and Sandy Williamson.

Meeting cailed to order at 7:48 pm. Sandy read the minutes of the February meeting: she
explained that she had had a printer problem. As there were several minor corrections Sandy
said she would re-do the minutes. Jeff Lapp pointed out that she had referred to him as
"Chairman” of this committee while he is, in fact, Acting Chair and that maybe we should have a
motion to formally vote for Chairman. Motion to vote made and seconded. Motion then made
and seconded to appoint Jeff Chairman. Charlie asked John if he was considering running for
this position himself. John said that, while he remained on the committes, he had considered it.
Sandy asked John what he felt he could accomplish as Chairman that he couldn't do as a
member of the Committee. John said that he felt he had a good working relationship with the
Board of Supervisors. Sandy asked that whoever became chair should attend the Supervisor's
worksession meetings and deliver the Open Space reports. Jeff said that we shouid try to get
back to our plan of a schedule for members to take turns attending as many Board meetings as
possible.

A general discussion of our role as an Open Space Committee took place. Before being called to
order we had discussed Rich Manfredi's suggestion that Hilltown could float a bond to acquire
open space lands at a closer- to -market- value- price, then use the yearly tax revenues to pay
off the bond. Joe Marino reiterated his feeling that we need to get a good map and figure out
how much money we would need. Jeff said we need to develop new ideas: new ways to identify
resources and new ways to configure properties. We could consider allowing owners to sell
development rights while retaining some saleable, deed restricted land; thus preserving a "nest
egg" for themselves and their children.

Jeanne mentioned that she had received resource information from the Heritage Foundation. We
had a general discussion on resource indexing. Sandy stressed the need to explain the idea to
residents, who are often very apprehensive about their land. Joe pointed out that much of this
material is on the public recerd. We discussed our meeting with the Plumstead Environmental
Action Committee.

We returned to the vote for Chairman. John asked someone to flip a coin, stating that he wouid
run if he won the toss. Joe flipped, John called heads and heads it was. We voted and John
won by a 3 to 2 margin, with Jeff abstaining.

New Chairman John Wietecha said he would really like to get a map of the township showing
streets. We reviewed 2 SALDOs; one of which, the Patel subdivision, seemed not to compute
asithas 2 lots on 2.7 acres in RR and no plans for public water. John asked if there was a
packet avaitable with our original Mission Statement and Site Ranking Criteria and Open Space
interest Forms. He will try to obtain these materials. We discussed placing quarterly ads in the
Township newsletter, and Sandy will get a draft ad ready for next month's meeting. Sandy is
interested in a Tree Replacement Ordinance proposed at the Land Use Summit {i. She also
suggested that, as the Township residents are debating pros and cons of the many types of
septic systems, we might consider proposing a seminar with experts who could answer
guestions on this complex topic. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandy Williamson
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