HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the May 3, 2005 Meeting

Members Present. Jeanne Scanlon Brickajlik, Donna DiMelia, Joe Marino, Chatiie Moyer, John
Wietecha and Sandy Williamson

Alse Present: Shawn Purdy of Wachovia Bank, Yardley PA

Meeting called to order at 7:40 p.m.

Shawn Purdy had agreed to travel up from Yardley to address our committee, and we asked him fo
explain how he put together the brochure detailing the different financial and tax aspects of Open Space
Preservation that we reviewed in our April meeting. Shawn described watching his childhood home of
Newtown change over the years, and told us he persued land preservation as a personal interest. He
stated that , while he certainiy welcomed any financial service clients that this brochure or public talks
generated, he was primarily interested in getting the information ocut to people. The Heritage Foundation
had helped him to put the brochure together, and would occasionally refer someone to him for help in
understanding the tax implications of selling.development rights or other land preservation efforts. He
added that having an independent financial advisor often removed some liability concerns from Open
Space Committees, which might be hesitant to counsel people about individuatl tax situations.

We discussed the history of Hilltown’s Open Space program, the chalienges we face in this real estate
market, and that many people regard their land as their retirement fund. Shawn agreed to speak at our
next seminar, tentatively schaduled for this fall, and left at 8 p.m. with our thanks.

We discussed the minutes of the Aprif meeting at length, the committee suggested changes, and Sandy
agreed 1o re -work them. Motion was made and secended to invite Beth Hershey, of Hershey Farm
Agency Real Estate, to address our next Committee meeting.

We reviewed several subdivision plans. One subdivision presented some special characteristics and
problems, and we discussed how the sale of development rights might solve these problems for the
owners and the township. Jeanne and Joe agreed to try to contact the owners to explain how the Open
Space Committee works, and, with their permission, to arrange a site visit.

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

Respectiully submitted,

Sandy Wiiiiamson
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