HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
February 7, 2006
7:30 p.m.

Call to Order: The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Open Space
Commitiee meeting was called to order by Chairperson Jeff Lapp at 7:30 p.m. Also
present were Open Space Committee members Donna DiMella, Charlie Moyer, Joe
Salvadore, Jeanne Scanlon (arrived 7:50 p.m.) and Sandy Williamson; Township
Supervisors Rich Manfredi, Jack McIlhinney and Barbara Salvadore; Township Manager
Ken Bennington; and two Hilltown Township residents.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the January 10, 2006 Open Space Committee
meeting were reviewed and approved.

Public Inquiry: A Township resident inquired what dollar amount per acre is offered by
the Township for sale of land or development rights. In response to this and Rich
Manfredi's question as to whether there is a clear process in place for responding to
Township resident inquiries, Jeff Lapp explained ranking criteria and the
recommendation process. Jeff added the Committee typically responds to inquiries about
small parcels but has been bypassed concerning larger tracts.

Strategy Discussion: Jack Mcllhinney suggested that property owners seeking a tax break
arrange to have easements put on their small parcels, and that any open space purchased
by the Township be usable by the Township residents, such as parks and trails.

Barbara Salvadore distributed for discussion a table she drafted showing open space goals
from the 1998 Plan and current preserved tracts in the four Township quadrants. She
expressed concern that open space purchased by the Township be distributed equitably
amongst the four rcgions. Barbara thought it would be helpful if the Planning
Commission had open space priorities in front of them when reviewing subdivision plans.
Rich said Ken Bennington could manage this.

Donna DiMella suggested the Township consider its competitiveness and perhaps be
prepared to purchase in fee simple certain unique properties.

Rich recommended the Committee fine-tune the Plan and make recommendations, such
as how to assess natural features, or how to structure the financing of a high-priority
parcel.

New Procedure: Ken Bennington said he would provide the Committee with updated
maps and overlays showing open space recently acquired through the subdivision




approval process. He previously instructed Bob Wynn to begin providing all subdivision
plans to the Parks and Recreation and Open Space Committees for their written
recommendations.

Qutreach: Ken asked the Committee to forward to him by email its draft letter advising
residents, who want to preserve their land, of some alternatives to development for
raising cash or settling estates. The Committee had proposed the letter initially be
directed to residents owning ten or more acres. Rich Manfredi advised such outreach
would have to be voted upon in a public meeting.

Adjournment: The regularly scheduled meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Executive Session: The Committce members, 2 Township Supervisors and the Township
Manager then went into Executive Session to discuss follow-up on a particular inquiry. A
motion was passed to approach the property owner about the purchase of only a strategic
trail easement for now and consideration of a right-of-first-refusal in the event he later
wishes to sell the farm. The Executive Session adjourned at 9:55 p.m.
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