
Hilltown Township Planning Commission 
December 2006 Work session Minutes 
 
The Planning Commission met at the township building on Monday, December 4, 2006 
at 7:30pm.  Members present were Ken Beer, Denise Hermany, Brooke Rush, Chuck 
Kulesza, Mike Beatrice and Joe Marino.  Ken Bennington from the township was also 
present. 
 
Nancy Boice, Kirk Hanson, and Laurie McCauley from the public were also in 
attendance. 
 
The PC agreed to review and vote for approval of the minutes for the November 9, 2006 
and December 4, 2006 work sessions at our Regular meeting on December 18, 2006. 
 
Review of Supervisor Meeting  
Brooke discussed the proposed sewer ordinance which is currently being drafted by the 
township solicitor and will be forwarded to the PC for review.  There was discussion 
concerning the requirement to have the current Act 537 amended to coincide with this 
ordinance.  The current 537 plan lays out the hierarchy of sewage facilities that are 
allowed on a property.  Brooke Rush has concerns that this ordinance will not have the 
desired affect of not allowing additional density if sewer lines are extended to a property.  
Brooke discussed the previous Smith track that was unable to have on-lot systems and 
when directly to a package treatment plant.  
 
Snow and Ice Removal ordinance – specific streets around Penn Central were noted in 
the ordinance. 
 
Brooke informed the PC that the supervisors were planning a joint meeting with the 
Planning Commission after the new year. 
 
Mike Beatrice suggested that the township reinstate their Township Newsletter.  Denise 
Hermany mentioned that the Township could easily do an e-newsletter to people who 
gave them their email addresses.  It would save money in postage. Who would write the 
newsletter? 
 
Ordinance Review 
Lynn Bush is to review the “General Standards” section of the ordinances and is also 
suppose to summarize the “Resource Protection” section.  Brooke informed the PC that 
Lynn Bush’s schedule precludes her availability on Monday evenings for the remaining 
ordinance review.  
 
Buffer Ordinance review was completed at the November 9, 2006 Special Work session 
Meeting. 
 
Section 160-51 “Minimum Lot Width”  Section C Flag Lot – There was a lengthy 
discussion regarding the Zoning Hearing Board’s suggestion to change minimum lot size 



for flag lots to reflect the lot size zoning for each district.  They also recommended that 
the pole be reduced from 50ft to 30ft.   
 
Although the majority of the PC agreed that a 10 acre minimum may be too large, they 
were not in favor of reducing the lot size to reflect the zoning for that specific district. 
 
The PC agreed that the pole should be reduced from 50 ft,  the distance that allows for a 
future public road.  They would prefer that flag lots not be further subdivided into a 
development. 
 
Mike Beatrice was in favor of keeping the 10 acre minimum.  The other members all 
agreed that the lot size could be reduced to 5 acres with a 45 ft pole width.  The PC 
agreed that this should only be allowed in the CM and CR2 districts. 
 
160-57 Design Standards for Open Space 
A1 - change “should be” to “shall be”. 
A9 – add “shall be restricted from further subdivision. 
F – change to “50%” not fifty percent. 
 
160-61.1 –  
This section should be checked against the existing proposed buffer ordinance.  Do we 
need buffers here or just for the pools? 
 
Barns Completed 
 
Non-Conforming Uses and Structures- 
160-61 C – How can you enforce this and to what use? 
160-62 (3) -  What is allowed to be included? 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Denise Hermany 
Planning Commission Secretary 
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