
 

Active Shooter  
Preparedness Program 

Active shooter incidents, in many cases, have no pattern or method to the selection of victims, which results in an 
unpredictable and evolving situation. In the midst of the chaos, anyone can play an integral role in mitigating the 
impacts of an active shooter incident. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) provides a variety of no-cost 
resources to the public and private sector to enhance preparedness and response to an active shooter incident. The 
goal of the Department is to ensure awareness of actions that can be taken before, during, and after an incident.  

Active Shooter Preparedness Program  
DHS maintains a comprehensive set of resources and in-person and 
online trainings that focus on behavioral indicators, potential attack 
methods, how to develop emergency action plans, and the actions 
that may be taken during an incident.  

Active Shooter Online Training 
This one-hour online course (IS-907 Active Shooter: What You Can 
Do) provides an introductory lesson on the actions that may be 
taken when confronted by an active shooter, as well as indicators of 
workplace violence and how to manage the consequences of an 
incident. To access this course, please visit the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) Emergency Management Institute 
online training website at http://www.training.fema.gov/is/crslist.aspx and type Active Shooter in the search bar. 

Active Shooter Preparedness Workshop Series 
These scenario-based workshops feature facilitated discussions to inform participants on the best practices associated 
with preparing for and responding to an active shooter incident. Through a dynamic exchange of information, these 
workshops provide participants an understanding of how to plan and aid in the development of an initial draft of an 
emergency action plan for their organizations. For more information on these workshops, please contact the Active 
Shooter Preparedness Program at ASworkshop@hq.dhs.gov.  

Active Shooter Online Resources 
There are additional resources available online to inform individuals on how to prepare for active shooter incidents. 
These resources range from booklets and pocket guides, to a 90-minute webinar that explains the importance of 
developing an emergency action plan and the need to train employees on how to respond to an incident. To access 
these resources, please visit http://www.dhs.gov/activeshooter.  

Contact Information 

For general information regarding the Active Shooter Preparedness Program, please email ASworkshop@hq.dhs.gov. 
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