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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORKSESSION MEETING
Monday, March 14, 2005
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled Worksession meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of
Supervisors was called to order by Chairperson Kenneth B. Bennington at 7:34PM and
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Also preseni were:  George C. Egly, Jr. — Vice-Chairperson
Christopher Engelhart — Chief of Police
Thomas Buzby — Director of Public Works
Francis X. Grabowski — Township Solicitor
C. Robert Wynn — Township Engineer
Lorraine E. Leslie — Township Treasurer

Chairperson Bennington announced that he and Supervisor Egly met in Executive
Session prior to this meeting in order to discuss real estate, personnel, and legal issues
including the Smith Tract Subdivision, McIntyre Subdivision, Metzger, and the Pear! S.
Buck Foundation

Chairperson Bennington called for a moment of silence in recognition of two individuals
who recently passed away — Mrs. Rachel Gerner, wife of John Gerner, and Mr. Jack Fox.
Chairperson Bennington explained that Mr. Fox was his mentor when he first joincd the
Planning Commission in 1985, and when he was summarily removed from the Planning
Commission for frying to control development, Mr. Fox served as Chairperson
Bennington’s campaign manager during his first run for Supervisor. He advised that Jack
Fox was his very dear friend, and commented that he was closer to Mr. Fox than he was
to his own father. Many pcople thought that Chairperson Bennington and Mr. Fox hated
each other, however in reality they just differed in opinion and disagreed on issues. Mr.
Fox saw things in black and white, while Chairperson Bennington saw things in gray.
Sometimes, after months of not speaking, either Chairperson Bemington would call Mr.
Fox or vice-versa, they would talk about family and move on.  Chairperson Bennington
commented that Mr. Fox contributed a great deal to this community, spending thirty
years of his life volunteering, and gave his whole heart and soul to this Township.
Chairperson Bennington stated that he would truly miss Jack Fox, noting that he
contributed a great deal more than he took away [rom Hilltown Township.

Supervisor Egly advised that Mr. Fox was also a friend and a great help to him over the
years. When he first moved to Hilltown Township in 1965, the first person to visit was
Mr. Fox, who was a great historian and advised of a former glass factory that once
existed on Supervisor Egly’s farm. While Mr. Fox was a member of the Board of
Supervisors during Supervisor Egly’s tenure as Chief of Police, he was a great supporter
of the entire Police Department. Mr. Fox was a wonderful volunteer who gave
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his all for Hilltown Township. Supervisor Egly will also miss Mr. Fox’s presence and his
contributions to the municipality.

A. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY: None.

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Action on the minutes of the February 14, 2005
Worksession Meeting — Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Chairperson
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of the Fcbruary 14, 2005
Worksession Meeting, as written. There was no public comment.

Action on the minutes of the February 25, 2005 Land Use Summit Forum II — Motion
was madc by Supervisor Bgly, seconded by Chairperson Bennington, and carried
unanimously to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2005 Land Use Summit Foruin
II, as written. There was no public comment.

C. APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLING — Chairperson Bennington presented the
Bills List dated March 15, 2005, with General Fund payments in the amount of
$17,603.10 and State Highway Aid Fund payments in thc amount of $3,190.94; for a
grand total of all payments in the amount of $20,794.04.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bgly, scconded by Chairperson Bennington, and carried
unanimously to approve the Bills List dated March 15, 2005, as written. There was po
public comment.

D. TREASURER’S REPORTS — Chairperson Bennington presented the
Treasurer’s Report with the following halances as of January 31, 2005:

General Fund Checking $ 31,893.55
Payroil Checking 5 1,253.90
General Reserve Fund § 76,910.77
Open Space Fund § 650,143.19
Fire Fund Checking $ 1,766.84
Debt Service Checking $ 146,720.53
Stale Highway Aid Checking $ 397.88
Escrow Fund Checking $1,466,287.82
Capital Projects Fund § 43,195.55

Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Chairperson Bennington, and carried
unanimously to approve the Treasurer’s Report dated January 31, 2005, subjcct to audit.
There was no public comment.
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be moved back away from the road. Another major issue was the concern about the
diesel pumps. The variance granted with respect to the diesel pump will now decrease the
amount of non-conformity from where the pumps are now located on the Hilltown Pike
side of the site. A lengthy discussion took place.

I HILLTOQWN FIRE COMPANY REPORT - Mr. Mike McGinnis, Battalion Chief,
read the Hilltown Fire Company Report for the month of February 2005; a copy of which
is on file at the Township office.

K. SILVERDALE FIRE COMPANY REPORT - Mr. John Gillespie, Fire Chief —
Mr. Gillespie read the Silverdale Fire Company Report for the month of February 2005; a
copy of which is on file at the Township office.

At the most recent Fire Prevention Bureau meeting, discussion took place regarding
medical responses, which the Board had expressed concern about at a previous meeting.
Mr. Gillespie suggested that the Fire Marshal and the squad chiefs meet to review
incidents over the past three years to review consistency before the Supervisors makc a
determination. He noted that medical calls certainly have increased, however it 1s due to
the growing population in Hilltown Township.

L. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT — Mr. D. Brooke Rush, Chairperson — Mr.
Rush reviewed the Planning Commission Worksession meeting minutes of March 7,
2005; a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

Mr. Rush sought direction concerning the recently submitted McGrath re-zoning request.
Since Supervisor Manfredi was not present this evening, and Supervisor Egly has
abstained from discussion on this topic, Chairperson Bennington was unable to provide
direction. With respect to how plans are submitted for public water extension, Mr. Rush
advised that the Planning Commission would continue to handle those plans as they arc
received for review,

M. PARK AND RECREATION BOARD REPORT — No onc was present.

0. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE REPORT — Mr. John Wietecha, Chairperson —

Mr. Wietecha presented the Open Space Committee Report for the month of February
2005. At their last meeting, the Committee reorganized and the following individuals
have been appointed as officers — John Wietecha, Chairperson, Sandy Williamson,
Secretary, and Jeff Lapp, Vice-Chairperson. The Open Space Committee will begin to
file for grants this week from the State and Federal government.
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2. Mors. Cindy Owen — Neighbors for Responsible Land Use and
Development ~ Sewers in_the RR District — Mrs. Owen of 506 Dublin Pike sent
condolences to the family of Mr. Jack Fox and to Hilltown Township on their loss,
commenting that Mr. Fox was a great asset to the community, to the Hilltown Historical
Society, and the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission.
She advised that Mr. Fox was a friend who would be greatly missed.

Mrs. Owen presented a signed petition and read the following prepared statement into the
record:

[ am a member of the Neighbors for Responsible Land Usc and Development. We arc a
group consisting of several hundred residents who care decply about the quality of life in
Hilltown Township. We believe that every effort possible should be made to protect our
rural heritage where we have lived for decades and where our ancestors have lived for
generations. We are intent on sustaining our agricultural rural residential conservation
district, and our historic preservation areas by adhering to zoning rcgulations established
by this Board’s predecessors to preserve our conservation areas. Simultaneously, we are
proteeting our rural heritage while discouraging suburban spraw]. While we realize that
Hilltown is going to grow, wise Zoning laws will minimize growth to safeguard the
interests of the people who live here. Approving sewer extensions in the RR goes against
the intent of our Act 537 Wastewater Facilities Plan, and our Hilitown Township Zoning
Ordinance for conservation areas. It will amount to a defacto invitation to developers and
high density housing in the Rural Residential Zoning District.

Currently, Hilltown Township is faced with a proposal by a land development and
building company that will result in unprecedented population density. This change to
our conservation district is a significant step that the Township is being asked to consider.
We stand before you on behalf of hundreds of people urging this Board to be conscious
of the future implications of your decision to change or amend our Zoning in the Rural
Residential conservation district. We again state that the extension of sewers into the RR
is an open invitation to developers to come and build elosely spaced, dense dwellings on
agricultural landscapes. Our rural greenscapes are becoming a thing of the past right
before our eyes. We will never get them back if we, in effect, legislate them away
ourselves. We ask you to protect them.

We are cognizant that you do not have an easy job. We appreciate how challenging your
work is. We urge the Hilltown Board of Supervisors to do the right thing, to be guided
by and pursue Lhe protection of our conservation district, and to honor the wishes of
residents and voters most deeply affected by any given proposal. Therefore, we
respectfully enter the following into the record:
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Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Chairperson Bennington, and carried
unanimously to grant waiver of Land Development for the Haberle Steel proposal, as
noted above, conditioned upon satisfactory completion of all outstanding items as
contained within the January 26, 2005 engineering review, including that the Zoming
Permit for a 3-year temporary structure as noted within Item #2 of the engmeering review
should clearly require removal of the structure at the end of the 3-year period unless an
extension is granted by the Board of Supervisors. There was no public comment.

2. Deep Run Sports Association — This land development waiver request for
development of Deep Run Sports Association soccer fields and parking on the Township-
owned parcel located at the intersection of Fairhill Road and Rt. 152 was unanimously
recommended for approval by the Plamming Commission, subject to completion of
outstanding items as contained within the February 10, 2005 engincering review and
subject to the proposed development of Township land being satisfactory to the Board of
Supervisors. The Planning Commission also emphasized that soccer field and parking
area lighting design must comply with the Township Lighting Ordinancc prior to
issuance of any Zoning Permits for installation. Finally, Mr. Wynn noted that the current
application does not include the construction of a building on the site, although a
proposed future pavilion, mceting room and storage room are shown. The plan indicates
that this building is “to be served by public watcr and sewer. Mr. Wynn advised that
reference to public water and sewer should bc removed from the land development
waiver plan since the issue of utilities is not being considered at this time, and leaving the
note on the plan may suggest that the site is approved for public water and sewer facilities
with the approval of the land development waiver request.

Mr. Dave Weaver, the applicant’s engineer, was in attendance to present the plan. Deep
Run Valley Sports Association has entered into a Lease Agreement with the Township
for use of the 15-acre parcel Iocated at Rt. 152 and Fairhill Road. Four soccer fields, 194
parking spaces, driveway access to the facility via Fairhill Road, implementation of a
stormwater management basin designed to meet the Ordinance, landscaping, and a future
building, which would not be constructed at this time and is not a part of the proposal
being considered this evening.

Public Comment:

1. Mrs. Jean Bolger of Rt. 152 asked when Dcep Run might proposc construction of
the buildings on the site. Mr. Hans Sumpf, president of Deep Run replied that there 1s not
funding available at this time to construct any buildings, however its eventual location
has been shown on this land development plan for construction in the future. When the
building is eventually constructed, Mrs. Bolger asked who would own it, since it is being
constructed on Township land.  Mr. Sumpf noted that the lease statcs that any
construction on the site becomes the property of Hilltown Township; or in the alternative,
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to approve the request of Mr. and Mrs. Hatter, relieving them from installation of the
Stormwater Management pit on Lot #3 of the Hatter Subdivision, and to release escrow
funds in the amount of $1,725.00 for same. There was no public comment.

4, Smith Tract Planning Modules - Planning Modules have been submitted
for this 26 lot subdivision located on Rickert Road, which received a plan approval that
includes construction of a sewage treatment plant to serve the new dwellings. The sewage
treatment plant is to be owned and operated by the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer
Authority. One of the conditions of plan approval is the approval of Sewage Facilities
Planning Modules by DEP. At the same time the Township received the Planning
Modules, correspondence was received from Perkasie Borough Authority, noting
objections to the proposed sewage treatment plant. Administratively, the Township must
respond to any objcctions raised in writing during the Public Comment period, which
remains ongoing. It is Mr. Wynn’s recommendation to table action on the Planning
Modules, and noted that the Supervisors have 60 days from this evening in order to act on
them. During that 60-day time frame, Mr. Wynn believes the objection of the Perkasie
Borough Authority can be administratively reviewed and perhaps a review by the
Hilltown Authority could also take place. The Supervisors unanimously agreed to table
this tssue for future discussion.

5. Longleaf Subdivision (Phase II) — The 18-month maintenance period for
improvements within the Longleaf II Subdivision expires via a maintenance bond on
March 22, 2005. Mr. Wynn explained that there are a number of outstanding items,
including primarily replacement of the sidewalk, which is yet to be accomplished by the
developer. He spoke with a representative of Heritage Building Group, who indicated
that a three-month extension of the bond is forthcoming, and they would like to extend
the maintenance period (or that same three-month time frame.

Motion was made by Supervisor Egly, seconded by Chairperson Bennington, and carried
unanimously to authorize the Township Solicitor to make a demand on the maintenance
bond for the Longleaf Subdivision (Phase II) by end of this week, in the event an
extension is not received within the next few days. There was no public comment.

T. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS {Continued) —

3. Mr. Comell Yellen — Conestoga Way Parking Conccrns — Mr. Yellen was
in attendance to discuss the No Parking Ordinanee along Conestoga Way, which was

passed many years ago but never enforced. With the influx of residents along Conestoga
Way, the neighbors are requesting that the no parking requirements of Ordinance #82-7
be reconsidered and revised to permit parking on Conestoga Way.  Chief Engelhart
believes the best option would be to restrict parking on one side of Conestoga Way,
though he does understand that there is a burden placed on the residents of this

















