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Findings

The General Assembly finds that the right of the public to be present at all meetings of

agencies and to witness the deliberation, policy formulation and decisionmaking of
agencies is vital to the enhancement and proper functioning of the democratic process and
the secrecy in public affairs undermines the faith of the public in government and the
public’s effectiveness in fulfilling its role in a democratic society.

Declarations

The General Assembly hereby declares it to be the public policy of this Commonwealth to
insure the right of its citizens to have notice of and the right to attend all meetings of
agencies at which any agency business is discussed or acted upon as provided in this
chapter.

Agency

The body, and all committees thereof authorized by the body to take official action or

render advice on matters of agency business.

Sunshine Law

The Sunshine Law requires all public agencies to take all official action and conduct afl
Deliberations leading up to official action at public meetings. The Law covers all actions
by the board and its committees and by all boards and commissions of the Township.
Official actions include making recommendations, establishing policy, decisions on
municipal business and votes taken on any motion, resolution, ordinance, rule, regulation,

proposal, report or order.
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Superior Court has ruled that appointed members of Boards, Committees, Commissions,
etc. cannot perform executive functions, because the appointed members are not directly
answerable to the voters.

Terms of Office are published on the Township Web site. People cannot just be
reappointed because they want to stay on the committee, they must give other residents a
chance to apply.

All interviews in public. Commission may, after public interviews, deliberate in private to
decide whom they will recommend to the Supervisors.

This practice does not take away any of the supervisors power to appoint anyone they
chose. I don’t understand why they do not want to insure the right of the citizens to

participate.

Submitted by:

Joe Marino
519 Red Wing Rd.
Perkasie, PA 18944-3127





