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program include the preservation of Bucks County’s agricultural economy, access to a
local source of food, and preservation of the historic and scenic qualitics of Bucks
County.

Mr. Harvey advised that Bucks County is 12" in the State in agricultural production of
crop farms, dairy farms, vegetable farms, and horticultural opcrations; all of which
provide jobs for sevcral thousand people. Farmland loss in Bucks County was 67% in
1945, when there were 4,063 farms consisting ol approximately 267,500 acres, and 23%
in 1997 when there were 720 farms consisting of approximately 83,534 acres.

Funding for this Program is $4 to $7.5 million dollars each year, with 75% of the funds
coming from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture and 25% of the funds coming
[rom the Bucks County Commissioners. A total of $13.5 million dollars comes from thc
County’s Open Space Bond, and there has been an mcreasing use of municipal [unding as
well.

Eligibility for this Program is as follows:
. Farm must be at least 50 acres in size unless adjacent to an existing
preserved property.
- Farm must be in a designatcd Agricultural Security Area.
- Farm must contain at least 50% cropland or other type of agricultural
opcration,
- Farm must contain at Icast 50 percent Class [-IV Seils.

Applications are accepted once a year during February. All farms that meet the minimum
requirements are ranked according to the designated Farmland Ranking System. Bucks
County typically preserves 8-10 farms per year. The current application list consists of
69 farms. Farmms are selected on an unbiased priority system hased on the target map,
soils, location, ownership aspects, environmental qualities, and development potential.

To select a proposed [arm the following criteria is used:

- Soil quality (40%) — productive soils awarded higher priority.

- Ownership (25%) - owner opcrators given priority. Family
involvement is important.

- Location (25%) — subject properties with adjacent farms and
preserved open space given priority. “Critical mass’™ of farms
is important.

- Development potential (10%).

To date, there are over 220,000 acres preserved on over 1,800 farms in Pennsylvania,
which is the national leadcr in farmland preservation. There are 5,356 acres preserved on
62 [arms in Bucks County, which is the leader in the State for municipal partnerships.
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Public Comment:

1. Mr. Jack Mcllhinney of Broad Street questioned the 50-acre limit on family
farms. Mr. Harvey explained that the previous requirement was 25 acres, however there
was an income requirement of $25,000.00 per year that went with it. The State then
changed the requirement to 50 acres, and did away with the income requirement. Mr.
Mcllhinney commented that the change in requirement hurts small, family farmers.

Mr. McIlhinney asked why only farms located in the Agricultural Security District can be
considered for this program. Mr. Harvey explained that this minimum requircment was
also established by the State, most likely because they feel the farms in the Agricultural
Security District have made the initial commitment to farming and thereby are afforded
protection with that. Mr. Mcllhinney felt that it took too much time for farms to be added
to the Agricultural Security District. Supervisor Snyder and Mr. Harvey disagreed.

Mr. Mcllhinney asked what funding was used to purchase agricultural conservation
easements for the four properties that are located in Hilltown Township. Mr. Harvey
replied that only Bucks County and State funds were used for those properties.

2. Mr, Joe Marino of Redwing Road questioned the ranking list and requiremenis
and askcd if a property that may be on the list for a period of three years can be
circumvented by a property that just comes in, which may more fully meet the ranking
systemn requirements in point value. Mr. Harvey advised that was correct. He explained
that unfortunately, there are no points in the ranking system at present for longevity.
Discussion took place.

Supervisor Bennington asked which municipalities in Bucks County have the highest
amount of acrcage preserved. Mr. Harvey believes that Buckingham has the most, with
Bedminster as a closc second. Hilltown Township is either fourth or fifth on the list.

3. Mr. Bob Wendig of Bypass Road suggested that Hilltown Township’s Open
Space Committee work more closely with the County Farmland Preservation Program.
Mr. Harvey advised that Hilltown’s Open Space Committee could approach the County
concerning possible joint funding for any farm that is currently on the County’s Land
Preservation Program list. For cxample, the Bucks County Land Preservation Board has
a policy of paying up to $1,500.00 per acrc, no matter where that property is on the list, i[
the municipality offers to pay the remaining cost. Discussion took place.

Mr. Wendig asked when the State funding will expire. Mr. Harvey explained that the
State has one dedicated source of funding, which is the cigarette tax in the approximate
amount of $25 million dollars per year. The second source of funding is through the
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#8:13PM — Chairperson Bender called for a short recess to allow Mr. Harvey’s exit from
the meeting.

*8:20PM - PUBLIC HEARING - Chairperson Bender adjourmned the regularly
scheduled April 22, 2002 Board of Supervisors meeting to enter into a Public Hearing to
consider the adoption of an Ordinance to reduce the speed limit of motor vehicies on
Fairhill School Road to 40 m.p.h. and to reduce the speed limit of motor vehicles on
Twinbrook Road to 35 m.p.h.

Public Comment: None.

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and
carricd unanimously to adopt Ordinance #2002-4, reducing the speed limit of motor
vchicles on Fairhill School Read to 40 m.p.h., and reducing the speed limit of motor
vehicles on Twinbrook Road to 35 m.p.h. Thcre was no public comment.

¥8:23PM - The advertised Public Hearing as noted above was adjourned and the
regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors was

reconvened at 8:23PM.

D. MANAGER’S REPORT — Mr. Gregory J. Lippincott, Township Manager —

1. Chief Trauger drafted correspondence from the Board to the Bucks
County Commissioners requesting their approval of funding for the instatlation of an
additional antcnna to service the Rf. 309 corridor in order to provide better radio
coverage for police and emergency services in that area. This letter will be available for
Board signatures following the meeting.

2. A color copy of the National Register Eligibility Application regarding the
proposed Blooming Glen Historic District, which is presently enroute to Harrisburg for
an official determination of eligibility, has bcen received from the Bucks County
Planning Commission. The Township will be updated about the application upon receipt
of a status report from the Pcnnsylvania Historic and Museum Commission.

3. Mr. Lippincott recently met with Ms. Pam Learned of the NP.R.I., Mr.
Mark Fournier of Telford Borough, and Mr. Michael Cole of Souderton Borough to
discuss traffic issues and the proposed Traffic Study arca near the Home Depot project.
All parties agreed to reduce the study area considerably. A new map will be provided.
Ms. Learned, Mr. Foumier, and Mr. Cole requested that Hilltown Township’s Engineer
review possibilities of what can be done with the property located at Central Avenuc and
County Line Road.
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- Section 505.16 — Request waiver from street improvementis of Blooming
Glen Road, Quarry Road, and Minsi Trail.

- Section 506.4 — Request waiver from roadway widening of Blooming
Glen Road, Quarry Road, and Minsi Trail.

- Section 512 — Request waiver from curbing along Blooming Glen Road,
Quarry Road, and Minsj Trail.

- Section 513 — Request waiver from sidewalks along Blooming Glen Road,
Quarry Road, and Minsi Trail.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Snyder, and
carried unanimously to grant the waivers as requested above and to grant conditional
final plan approval to the Melvin Nace Lot Line Adjustment Plan pending completion of
all outstanding items as noted in Mr. Wynn's March 22, 2002 enginecring revicw. There
was no public comment.

Public Comment:

1. Mr. Jack Mcllhinney asked why the $1,500.00 per lot Park and Recreation
donation is not being required of the applicant. Mr. Wynn explained that this is a lot line
adjustment, with no additional building lots being created, and thercfore, the Park and
Recreation donation is not required.

3. Rosenberger Land Development Waiver Request - The Planning
Commission unanimously recommended approval of a waiver of land development
submission for a proposed 38’ X 42’ pole building to be constructed over an exisling
concrete pad, which had been the Jocation of an agricultural outbuilding destroyed by a
storm in approximately 1993, at the site located at 850 Blooming Glen Road.

Motion was made by Supecrvisor Bennington, seconded by Superviser Snyder, and
carried unanimously to grant waiver of Land Development submission for the
Rosenberger property to constrct a 38” X 42° pole building at 850 Blooming Glen Road,
as specified above. There was no public comment.

4. Car Sense — The Planning Commission recommended conditional final
plan approval at their meeting of February 18, 2002. Mr. Wynn's engineering rcview
dated February 5, 2002 and the Gilmore and Associates response dated April 15, 2002
relating to traffic issues, were discussed. Mr. Fran McGowen, the applicant, and Mr. Bob
Dixon, the applicant’s engineer, were in attendance to present the plan.
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written in the Hilltown Zoning Ordinance, is not provided for in the MPC. Since the last
Board of Supervisor’s meeting, Mrs. Tced contacted the Bucks County Planning
Commission, who provided further confirmation to this issue. Ms. Gail Freedman of the
Bucks County Planning Commission knows of no such exclusion for square footage
existing in any other municipality, nor square footage restrictions being provided for in
the MPC. Mrs. Teed noted that the agricultural variable to the equation is also addressed
in the MPC on page 44, Section 105, which states “Purpose of Act — It is the intent,
purpose, and scope of this Act to...insure that municipalities enact Zoning Ordinances
that facilitate the present and future economic viability of existing agricultural operations
in this Commonwealth, and do not prevent or impede the owner or operator’s nced to
change or expand their operations in the future in order to remain viable.” Mrs. Teed
feels that farmers should not have to pay for permits or land devclopment submission fees
for any agricultural operation.

Tt is Mrs. Teed’s opinion that there is a lack of consideration toward farming operations
and farmers by certain members of the Planning Commission. She believes there are
alternative ways to prevent housing developments from littering Hilltown, and protecting
and cncouraging an agricultural operation is a very good one. Mrs. Teed is requesting
that the Supervisors remove the added wording in the Zoning Ordinance thal is dircetly
altering the written language and intent of the MPC with regard to this issue.

Conceming the proposed amendment lo the Zoning Ordinance regarding landscaping
businesses, Mrs. Teed stated that the Bucks County Planning Commission’s review of
this proposal says that something should be done simultaneously to ensurc that a
landscaping business could be upheld in Hilltown.

2. Mr. Glenn Meloro and Mr. Mike Garner of Souderton Arca Football
Association appreciated the Board’s consideration of the safety of the children who
utilize Romanoski Field. At a previous meeting, tbc Supervisors had stated that 1f
another traffic study was completed, the Township would consider those results.
Unfortunately, Mr. Meloro just became aware of how expensive traffic studies are, and
that it is not something the Souderton Football Association could afford. Supervisor
Bennington clarified that the Supervisors had previously suggested that State
Representative Godshall pay the expense of the traffic study, not the Souderton Football
Association. Mr. Meloro and Mr. Garner would appreciate the opportunity to review the
existing Traffic Impact Study. Further, they would like to be a part of the planning
process for the safety measures that Hilltown Township intends to take with regard to
Romanoski Field and the proposed Home Depot project. The Supervisors were
agreeable. Discussion took place.

3. Mr. Jack Mcllhinney commented that prior to the April 15, 2002 Planning
Cominission mecting, a special meeting was hcld for the Planning Commission’s review
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meet with him and Mr. Paul Abdalla of Heritage Building Group to discuss the possible
erection of a fence between Orchard Hill and the existing residents. Thal meeting was
held, and the developer has agreed to erect the fence along thc boundary between the
subdivision and the neighboring property owners. Mr. Schrciner thanked the Board of
Supervisors, Mr. Abdalla, Mr. Lippincott, and Mr. Taylor for their efforts.

5. Mr. John Gillespic of Moyer Road, who is a member of the Silverdale Fire
Company, is concerned about the fence that will be erected hehind the apartments in the
Orchard Hill Subdivision. During the planning process for this subdivision, discussion
took place conceming allowing for a break in the berm for fire fighting purposes for the
rear apartment units. Mr. Gillespie asked if a gate and a key for that gate will be
provided to the fire company for emergency access. Mr. Wynn agreed that a break in the
berm is shown on the plan, however the fence was not originally proposed. If an
emergency took place in the Orchard Hill apartments, Mr. Lippincott suggested the firc
trucks be driven right through the fence. Solicitor Grabowski agreed, noting that if
people’s lives are in danger, the firc company would certainly not want to spend time
looking for a key and opening a gate, they would simply drive through it. A lengthy
discussion took place.

6. Mr. John Perritt questioned the proposal presented by Diversified
Refrigeration through Mr. Dave Hirsch with regard to the municipal building’s HVAC
system. Solicitor Grabowski explained that if the Supervisors approve this work, it will
be placed out for bid. Mr. Lippincott noted that if an emergency rcpair is required, the
job would not be placed out for bid.

Mr. Perritt asked il the scven fire companies who scrvice Hilltown Township will have
the opportunity to review the proposed Comprehcnsive Plan. Chairperson Bender noted
that there is a required distribution list for the proposed Comprehensive Plan, including
neighboring municipalities, the School District, and the Bucks County Planning
Commission, to name a few. If the fire companies are not on that distribution List, Mr.
Lippincott will be sure to provide them with copies.

K. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Snyder attended the PSATS Convention in Hershey last week,
along with three other staff members, where it was discussed that some very interesting
legislation will be pursued in the year ahead, including 1ssues of terrorism, emergency
preparedness, etc.

2. Supervisor Benninglon lives in the devclopment district, across the street
from the Orchard Hill Subdivision, which is presently under construction. He strongly
advised Mr. Abdalla of Heritage Building Group to address scveral complaints that he








