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intersection of Forest and Quarry Roads is difficult, as is the intersection of Minsi Trail,
Blooming Glen Road, and Hayhouse Road. If anything is done with those intersections,
Mr. Laubmeier asked if land will have to be condemned and if so, how much. Mr.
Laubmeier advised that there is currently a 4 or 5 ft, fence around the quarry perimeter,
and asked what the Township will do to reduce its own liability and that of the quarry as
well. Mr. Laubmeier stated that a small stream flows through the Forest Road property
and he assumes that a wetland study will be done. If wetlands are found, he asked how
much of it will be damaged or destroyed by the construction of the park. Another
concern is whether or not the proposed site’s parking lots and drives will be stone paved
or macadam paved, and if they are macadam paved, asked if detention hasins will be
constructed to control stormwater. Mr. Laubmeier asked what hours of use will be
imposed upon the new park and if snowmobiles or other off-road vehicle use will be
permitted. Upon reviewing the proposed plan for the park, Mr. Laubmeier feels that it
looks like a commercial plan, and he resents the Township constructing a commercial
property in a residential zoning district.

5. Mr. Terry Carnes of Pinewood Lane questioned the Township’s definition
of “open space.” He noted that active playing fields were not a high priority according
to the recent survey taken by the Township. From what be understands, the survey
results did not show that active play fields were a high priority. Across the street from
Mr. Carnes’ home is a 10-acre farm, and when he thinks of open space, he thinks of that
farm. Whilc he does not want a housing development in the area, he would also not
support a commercial ball field with a 380-space parking lot. Mr. Carues recognizes that
the Supervisors have a difficult job ahead of them to determine how best to spend the
Open Space funds, while continuing with the rural flavor of the Township. Mr. Carnes
does not believe the construction of the Forest Road Park should have any bearing on
whether or not Deep Run requires additional fields. Two of his children are registered in
the Deep Run program and he supports that. However, he believes that the question is
what to do with the taxpayers money to provide open space for Hilltown. If Deep Run
has necds that arc not being met, Mr. Carnes feels tbere should be some avenues o
address tbat, however he does not believe using Open Space funds is necessarily the
answer.

Supervisor Snyder wished to make it clear that no Open Space referendum funds were
used in the purchase of the Forest Road property. Open Space funds did not exist when
the property was purchased. Supervisor Snyder feels that Mr. Carnes cominents
concerning the use of open space funds, although well-intentioned and worthy of
considcration, are not based in fact.

6 Mr. Dave Hulshizer of Hayhouse Road, does not recall ever being notified
about the Forest Road Park proposal. He does not feel that placing so many play fields in
one specific area is an advantage to all Hilltown residents. As a child, Mr. Hulshizer
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entire community need to be heard in full. Mr. Rush encouraged the Supervisors to takc
the time to work on this proposal before spending funds for additional studies and
analysis at this time,

Mr. Rush noted that Deep Run’s website referred to the February 14" Park and
Recreation Board meeting as a “Deep Run bashing,” but he does not feel that was true.
Certainly there was a concern at the meeting that a private organization was asking for
public funds to further their own cause. He agreed with the point madc by Supervisor
Snyder earlier this evening was valid, and he feels that more clarity does need to be
addressed. Mr. Rush feels that there is a true risk involved when violating the trust of the
citizens of this community because it is not clear to Township residents how the Forest
Road property was purchased — whether from Bucks County Open Space [unds or the
Open Space referendum funds.

0. Mr. Glen Moyer of Rt. 152 is a neighbor to this municipal building. Ten
years ago, when the building was proposed, all of the neighboring residents were not
enthused with the idea. However, the fact of the matter is that the Township has been a
very good neighbor. Occasionally he hears dicsel engines firing up and his view may no
longer be of an open field, but Mr. Moyer commented that this is the way of the world;
this is progress. Mr. Moyer wished to reassure the neighboring residents ol the Forest
Road property that the development of a park at that location will not be as bad as they
fear at this time. Mr. Moyer does not feel that Deep Run should be perceived as a threat
to the Forest Road property.

10. Mr. Hans Sumpf of 9 Beverly Road was encouraged to attend this
evening’s meeting by Mr. Ron Theis to express his opinions and concerns about the
Forest Road property. Mr. Theis told him that in the past, he had rcquested field use for
the Sacred Heart School and was given permission to use the Blooming Glen Playground
softball field on a per event basis. Mr. Sumpf noted that the Blooming Glen softball field
becomes a mud hole with a very small amount of rain, and because of that, Sacred Heart
School’s team decided to utilize playfields at Sellersville Borough for Jast year’s scason.
Mr. Sumpf stated that there is a very real need for playfields by a number of
organizations in this Township, and encouraged the Supervisors to not delay with the
construction of additional, centrally located playfields.

11. Mr. Andy Leszczynski of Forest Road asked how many open space
parcels the Township currently owns that could accommodate baseball or soccer fields.
Mr. Lippincott replied that the Township owns property across Rt. 152 from this sitc that
currently contains two soccer fields, and the 9-10 acre parcel at Rt. 113 and Callowhill
Road could accommodate playfields as well. Many of the other open space parccls
presently owned by the Township would not be suitable to playfields duc to the terrain,
the size, or the physical features of the parcels. Mr. Bob Wendig explaincd that the Park
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12. Mr. John Gillespie of 310 Moyer Road wondered how much it would cost
Hilltown Township if Deep Run were to stop providing organized sports services.
Supervisor Bennington replied that those children currently served by Deep Run for
recreational activities would most likely approach thc Township about providing a
similar service. Mr. Lippincott explained that there arc no requirements in the Sccond
Class Township Code requiring a municipality to provide organized sports activities,
even though the Code does allow the Township to raise taxes up to 24 mills for general
services. However, if the Board of Supervisors wished to institute a recrcational tax,
there is no limit to how high the millage can be raised for that purpose.

Mr. Gillespie very much approves of the proposal to develop the Forest Road Park, and
would be willing to trade his 5-% acre property with anyone who borders on thc Forest
Road property because he would love to have that park in his back yard.

13. Mr. Mike Bright of 2416 Rickert Road suggested that the onus for
recreational facilities be placed on builders. Supervisor Snyder replied that the Township
has and does place the onus on the builders, however the Township has been roundly
criticized for doing so.

14. Mrs. Jane James asked if Hilltown Township is a municipality.
Chairperson Bender replied that it is. She thought a municipality was more urban, not
suburban. Chairperson Bender replied that the word “municipality” is nothing more than
apolitical designation.

Mr. Lupinacci advised that the recommendation for the Board’s consideration this
cvening is to proceed with Park and Recreation Recommendation #01-05 for the cost of
the continued planning of the Forest Road open space property by contracting the
services ol Spotts, Stevens, and McCoy, Inc. for Item A. — Overall Design Plan for the
entire site at a cost of $5,800.00, and Item B — Opinion of costs and phasing plan at a cost
of $4,700.00 as submitted to the Township Manager via correspondence dated November
g, 2001 from Spoits, Stevens, and McCoy, Inc.

Supervisor Snyder is thrilled to see the amount of residents present this evening, noting
that the input received is very timely. She hopes that the residents do not havc the feeling
that their comments and concems are too late, and that a decision has been made, or that
the plans cannot be changed. At this point, Supervisor Snyder explained that the
Township’s effort to seek consultation with Spotts, Stevens, and McCoy 1s to preparc a
plan and a phasing schedule so that the Township can consider the first step toward
installation of a park. She encouraged thosc residents with reservations and concerns to
continue to attend public mectings, to be involved in the planning process, and to express
their opinions, because their input does have weight.






Page 12 Pg. 5463
Board of Supervisors
February 25, 2002

on mylar and five (5) paper prints of the Record Plan of Subdivision
and/or land development including all sheets of the plan set. Major
subdivision plan applications shall include a disk or compact disk of
the record plan prepared on AutoCAD Version 14 or more recent
cdition.

- Article ITI, Section 504, Blocks and Lots, paragraph 2.D is revised to
read as follows:
Lot lines intersecting street lines shall be substantially at right angles or
radial to street lines from the street line to the rear lot line.
“Substantially at right angles” shall mean an intersection angle of not
less than 80 degrees.”

- Article IV, Section 505, Streets — General, paragraph 18 is added
to read as follows:
All new residential subdivisions or land developments containing
twenty-five (25) dwelling units or more, or generating two hundred
fifly (250) daily vehicle trips or more shall have a minimum of two
public street accesses to/from existing public roadways. No residential
subdivision or land development of 25 units or more shall be scrved
only with a p-loop street, but shall include construction of a new
through street.

- Article V, Section 506, Street Standards, paragraph 9, is added to
read as follows:
Specd limit, no parking, and advisory signs shall be installed along
new development streets in accordance with PennDot Regulations,
and as required by the Township.

- Article VI, Section 513, Sidewalk, paragraph 4, is rcvised to read
as follows:
The minimum width of all sidewalk and pedestrian paths shall be
four (4) feet wide for residential developments and six (6) feet
wide for commercial/industrial areas.

- Article VII, Section 513, Sidewalk, paragraph 5, is revised to read as
follows:
Sidewaltks shall have a minimum depth of four (4) inchcs and shall be
placed on a four inch thick bed of PennDot 2B stone base. Concretc
driveways, driveway aprons, and sidewalks that will provide access for
vehicles shall have a minimum concrete depth of six (6} inches reinforced
with wire mesh, and placed on a six (6) inch thick bed of PennDot 2B
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Discussion took place concerning sidewalk. Mr. Wynn explained that the applicant
requested a waiver of sidewalks along Mill Road, however the Planning Commission had
noted that children from the development would walk to the Civic Field, and therefore,
recommended denial of waiver of sidewalks along the frontage on Mill Road. Sidcwalks
will be provided within the development itself.

E. MANAGER’S REPORT — Mr. Gregory J. Lippincoit, Township Manager —

1. With the Governor calling a drought emcrgency last week, Mr. Lippincott
recommended that a ban be placed on open buming in Hilltown Township until further
notice.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Snyder, and
carried unanimously to place a ban on open burning in Hilltown Township until further
notice. There was no public comment.

2. Mr. Buzby and Mr. Lippincott recommend the hiring of Mr. James
Passerini to the Hilltown Township Public Works Department.

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bemnington, and
carried unanimousty to authorize the hiring of Mr. James Passerini to the Hilltown
Township Public Works Department effective March 11, 2002, There was no public
comment.

3. The Bucks County Planning Commission has suhmitted a copy of the
Blooming Glen High School National Register Application to the Township. If approved
by the National Register, the Township will be able to usc Community Devclopment
Block Grant funding to repair and restore the former municipal building. A copy of the
application is available for inspection here at the Township building during normal
business hours.

4. Bids were opened today at 1:00PM for a 2002 39,000 GVW Dump Truck
(Bid #2002-2). Bidresults are as follows:

Bergey’s $76,939.57
Horwith Trucks Inc. $77,456.00

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, scconded by Supervisor Snyder, and
carried unanimously to accept the bid from Bergey’s for the 2002 39,000 GVW Dump
Truck, Bid #2002-2, in the amount of $76,939.57. There was no public comment.
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F. CORRESPONDENCE — Mr. Gregory J. Lippincott, Township Manager —

1. Correspondence dated February 13, 2002 was received from PennDot
concerning the Diamond Street/Fairhill Road intersection. A study was conducted to
determine if multi-way stop signs could be installed at this intersection with the following
criteria used as justification:

- As an interim measure while arrangements are being made for the
installation of a traffic signal.

- When a crash problem is shown by the occurrence of five or more
reportable crashes happening in any 12 continuous months within
the last three years.

- Traffic volumes.

- When the corner/stopping sight distances are restricted and cannot
be improved.

Based on the Engincering/Traffic Study that was conducted at this intersection, PennDot
determined that the installation of stop signs on Diamond Street could not be justified due
to the following reasons:

- There was no record that a traffic signal was approved for this
intersection, therefore this justification does not apply.

- According to the State’s Accident Record Systems, there were seven
reportable crashes happening at or approaching the intersection between
January 1998 and September 2000, of which four occurred within the
12 month time frame. This does not meet the criteria of five reportahle
crashes needed to justify multi-way stop signs.

- The average daily traffic volume recorded using Diamond Street is less
than 5,000 vehicles per day. Based on PennDot’s observation, the
minimum traffic volumes entering the intersection from all approaches
per hour for any eight hours of an average day would not meet the
minimum traffic volumes to justify a multi-way stop instaliation.

- During PennDot’s on-site investigation, they observed the corner and
stopping sight distances. The only obstructions found affecting the
corner and/or stopping sight distances were pine trees located m the
southeast corner along Diamond Street, which limit the sight distance for
drivers when exiting Fairhill Road. At the time of the field survey, it was
determined that these trees are beyond the State’s right-of-way and their
trimming or removal is the responsibility of the property owner.
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G. SOLICITOR’S REPORT — Mr. Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor —

1. Solicitor Grabowski advised that the Zoning Hearing on the Telvil matter
is scheduled for March 28, 2002 for the site located on Rt. 113 across from Calvary
Church.

2. Closing was held on the Levittics property on February 15, 2002. The
County program provided a portion of funds to pay for that purchase. The deed has been
recorded, and Hilltown Township is now the proud owner of the property on Frontier
Road.

3. Discussion took place at last month’s meeting concerning the possiblc
proposed change to the Zoning Ordinance to the A-2 Nursery Use. Solicitor Grabowski
has preparcd an appropriate Zoning Ordinance amendment that has been forwarded to the
Bucks County Planning Commission for their review,

4. For information purposes, a Zoning Hearing was held concerning the Car
Sensc matter. There is a very specific and narrow issue about the possible usc of land on
Rt. 309 and the ramp road near Peruzzi Toyota. Peruzzi owns the property and PennDot
has an easement over the property that they acquired many years ago. The applicant for
Car Sense has argued that he has the ability to erect his sign on the Peruzzi property by
use of the PennDot easement. This appeal was denicd by the Zoning Hearing Board. Mr.
McGowan of Car Sense filed an appeal to Bucks County Court. The Peruzzi family will
be defending the decision of the Hilltown Zoning Hearing Board in this matter since it
involves their land. Since this matter involves two private property owners, Solicitor
Grabowski does not believe that the Township should be involved in this private matter.

H. PLANNING — Mr. C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer —

1. Wietecha Subdivision — This minor subdivision located on Mill Road was
unanimously recommended for preliminary/final plan approval by the Planning
Commission subject to the following conditions:

- Waivers requested from Sections 505, 506, 512, and 513 of the Sub-
division Ordinance relative to street improvements and waivers {rom
Section 511.2 to allow the existing driveway to be utilized as shared
driveway werc recommended for approval.

- Proposed driveway easement must be recorded in a manner acceptable
{o the Township pursuant to the order of the Zoning Hearing Board.
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Mr. Wynn explained that the roadwork involved at the Callowhill Road/Broad Street
interscction involves a slight widening of the paving radius of the road, along with the
removal of the hank and a stump at the intersection. At this time, trucks are tumning and
cutting the comer shorter because the radius is a bit tight heading toward the quarry. The
plan proposes to cut down the bank. This is work that the Public Works Department
could accomplish, however Mr. Buzby has not yet been advised of the proposal and 1f the
road crew’s schedule could permit the work at this time.

Public Comment:

1. Mr. Jack Mcllhinney of Broad Street asked why the Township did not requcst a
fee-in-lieu of sidewalks, which were waived for this project. Mr. Wynn does not know
why a fee-in-lieu of sidewalks was not recommended by the Planning Commission. It is
Supervisor Bennington’s opinion that if a waiver of sidewalks is granted, a fee-in-lieu of
should be paid, and he agreed that there should be a uniform policy for this requirement.
Supervisor Snyder believes that the Comprehensive Plan Task Force has suggested that a
policy be made so that the Planning Commission will have guidelines in terms of when to
request sidewalks and when to request fees-in-lieu of. Discussion took place.

2. Mrs. Marilyn Teed of Mill Road commented that this would be another way to
usc the information that she has previously requested, by gathering and using that data to
make conclusions. For instance, she had previously requested certain information from
the Township building, and was told that there was no list kept of what kinds of
information is tracked, and she wonders how the Supervisors can arrivc at any
conclusions and support their decisions if records of this information is not kept.

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and
carried unanimously to grant preliminary/final plan approval to the Hatter Subdivision,
pending completion of all outstanding iterns as noted in Mr. Wynn's engineering review
dated February 8, 2002, and contingent upon the Director of Public Works approval as 1o
whether or not the Township, at the expense of the developer, will complete the
improvements at the intersection as specified above. There was no public comment.

4. Car Sense Land Development — The applicant was not present.

5. Blaxall Lot Line Adjustment — The lot line adjustment suhdivision plan
was recommended for preliminary/final plan approval (6-0-1 with Betty Snyder
abstaining) suhject to the following:

- Waivers requested from street improvements (Sections 505, 506, 512,
and 513) and lot line configuration {Section 504.2.D) of the Subdivision
Ordinance are recommended for approval.
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Public Comment:

1. Mr. Jackson Teed of Mill Road asked the length of the proposed path. Mr.
Lippincott replied that it is approximately 3,000 to 4,000 feet.

2. Mr. Hans Sumpf of 9 Beverly Road asked where the path will eventually go. Mr.
Lippincoti replied that the path will eventually connect to the Perkasic Borough walking
trail.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Snyder, and
carried unanimously to award Bid #2002-1 for the Pedestrian/Bike Path to Ply-Mar
Construction Co., Inc. for the total base bid and alternate in the amount of $145,045.50,
suhject to rcceipt of the performance and payment bonds, insurancc certificate, and
verification from the Keystone DCNR Grant Fund. There was no public comment.

2. CVS Land Development — Improvements required by the CVS Land
Devclopment Plan and Financial Security Agreement have heen accomplished. Mr.
Wynn recommends acceptance of the required improvements and commencement of the
18-month maintenance period.

Motion was made by Supervisor Smyder, seconded by Supcrvisor Bennington, and
carried unanimously to accept the required improvements and commencement of the 18-
month maintenance period for the CVS Land Development. There was no public
comment.

I. MYLARS FOR SIGNATURE: None.

K. PUBLIC COMMENT:

1. Mrs. Marilyn Teed of Mill Road advised that at a previous Planning
Commission meeting which she was unable to attend, there was discussion about
changing the Agricultural zoning from 3% to 9%, and also the introduction of some
language for a possible 117 use. She requested a copy of this proposed information from
Mr. Lippincott and was told that there was no such document. Mr. Lippincott explained
that he has not yet received any draft document from the Planning Commission
concerning the proposed Ordinance amendment, and therefore, cannot produce a
document that he does not yet have. He prepared a memo to the Planning Commission of
what his suggestions for the 117 Use would be, but to his knowledge, the Planning
Commission hasn’t prepared a draft document at this time. As soon as the draft is
completed, Supervisor Snyder advised that it would be available for Mrs. Tced’s perusal.
Mr. Wynn explained that discussion about these issues took place at a Planning
Commission worksession, where the members considered some language for an 117 use,









