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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORKSESSION MEETING
Monday, December 10, 2001
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled worksession meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of
Supervisors was called to order by Chairperson Kenneth B. Bennington at 7:34PM and
opcned with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  John S. Bender, Vice-Chairperson
Betty P. Snyder, Supervisor
Gregory J. Lippincott, Township Manager
Kerry L. Trauger, Chief of Police
Thomas A. Buzby, Dircctor of Public Works
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Chairperson Bennington requested a moment of silence in remembrance of the [our
Pennridge High School graduate students who died last week as a result of a tragic car
accident — Matt Cressman, Kevin Waite, Heather Rogers, and Ty Myecrs; and for the
untimely death of former Supervisor, William H. Bennett, Jr., who passed away on
Saturday, December 8.

Chairperson Bennington announced the Board met in Executive Session prior to this
meeting in order to discuss legal and real estate mattcrs.

A PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY:

1. Mr, Jack Mcllhinney felt it would be appropriate for the residents to be
provided with budget figures for the 2001 Budget versus the proposed 2002 Budgct. Mr.
Lippincoll will provide Mr. McIlhinney with those 2001 Budget figures tomorrow.

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES — Action on the minutes of the November 26, 2001
Supervisor’s Meeting ~ Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor
Bender, and carried unammously to approve the minutes of the November 26, 2001
Board of Supervisors meeting, as written. There was no public comment.

C. APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILLING - Chairperson Bennington presented the
Bills List dated Deecmber 11, 2001, with General Fund payments in the amount of
$62,381.58, Fire Fund payments in the amount of $48,983.00, Stafe Highway Aid
payments in the amount of $3,119.53, and Escrow Fund payments in the amount of
$10,562.44; for a grand total of all payments in the amount of $125,046.55.
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Mr. Taylor advised that the Seylar Elementary School building permit has been issued.
Further, he will be meeting with the Elliott Building Group to discuss Building Code
requirements.

H. HILLTOWN AUTHORITY REPORT — Mr. James C. Groff, Opcrations Manager
— Mr. Groff read the Authority Report for the nmonth of November, 2001; a copy of which
1s on [ile at the Township office.

Due to drought conditions, Mr. Groff urged all residents to conserve water, both from
private and public systems.
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With regard to the recent fire at the Skunk Hollow H & K Quarry, Mr. Townsend advised
that this fire was contained to the outsidc of the tanks, which have been replaced. The
only impingement probiems of concern would have been the outbuildings, which were
located approximately 25 or 30 ft. from the fire, and the 30,000-gallon propane tank,
which was located approximately 100 fl. away. Mr. Townsend commented thal there was
adequate water supplied at the time of he fire. Supervisor Snyder asked il there was any
danger to the neighbors at the time due to the smoke and [umes. Mr. Townscnd replied
that there was not due to the short term of the fire. Hilltown Township's Emergency
Management Coordinator was on-scene at the time of the fire.

Mr. John Snyder of the Hilltown Fire Police requested that a copy of Rcsolution #2000-
33, which was adopted in October of 2000, be forwarded to the new insurance carrier of
Hilltown Township. This Resolution advises that the Hilltown Fire Company and Special
Fire Police members are covered for worker’s compensation insurance through Hilltown
Township.

As a Zoning Hearing Board membcer, Mr. Snyder asked if the Zoning Hearing Board
could be included on the worksession agenda to provide a monthly report. The
Supervisors were agreeable.

I. SILVERDALE FIRE COMPANY REPORT — Mr. Keith Seifert, Chief — Mr.
Seifert read the Silverdale Fire Company Report for the month of November, 2001; a
copy of which is on file at the Township office.

K. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT — Mr. John Kachline, Chairpcrson — Mr.
Kachline read the Planning Commission Rcport for the month of November, 2001; a
copy of which is on file at the Township office.
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L. PARK AND RECREATION REPORT - No one was present at this time.

M. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE REPORT — No one was present at this time.

CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mr. Jon Kutzner — Deep Run Valley Sports Association — Mr. Kutzner,
president of Decp Run Valley Sports Association, was in attendance to request walver of
filing fees for Land Development Waiver, and to further discuss the possible waiver of
fees for building and zoning permits. Chairperson Bennington commented that the plan
submitted by Deep Run has been forwarded to the Township Engineer, however a
responsc has not yet been received. He feels that now is not the time to request waiver of
fees until Mr. Wynn has had the opportunity to review the land development plan, and
what the costs involved might be. Mr. Lippincott assured the Board that Mr. Wynn’s
rcview would be complete and available for the Board’s consideration at the Deccmber
26, 2001 Supervisor’s meeting. Discussion took place.

Deep Run will be meeting with the Bedminster Township Board of Supervisors on
January 15, 2002 to discuss what assistancc they may be able to provide this
organization,

Mr. Kutzner has been actively reviewing the Zoning Ordinance and discovered that under
the Institutional section of the Ordinance, the requirements for a C.7 use is permitted in
the Rural Residential Zoning District, which does not call for a Conditional Use hearing.
As a common courtesy, Chairperson Bemmington would still like Deep Run to meet with
their neighbors on Callowhill Road prior to applying for lights on (he property.

0. MANAGER’S REPORT — Mr. Gregory J. Lippincott, Township Manager —

1. Mr. Lippincott presented the 2002 Budget for the Board’s consideration
for adoption this evening. The Board of Supervisors held a public Budget Worksession
meeting on October 29, 2001 to review the draft Budget. There are several issues Mr.
Lippincott highlighted for the 2002 Budget:

- Hiring of a necw full-time Public Works employee

- Hiring of new full-time Police Officer (to begin work midway through the
year)

- A new Public Works Building has been proposed

- Pleasant Meadows Walking Trail

- Increase in medical insurance coverage for employees
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The Police Department budget comprises just under 50% of the 2002 Budget, which is
slightly skewed this time due to the proposed Public Works building. The Budget next
year goes [rom $3.7 million dollars to $4,836,471.00, with no tax increase.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bender, seconded by Supervisor Snyder, and carried
unanimously to adopt the 2002 General Budget in the amount of $4,836,471.00, with no
tax increase. There was no public comment.

Mr. Lippincott presented the 2002 Fire Fund Budget in the amount of $122,501.00 for the
Board’s consideration.
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was no public comment.
Mr. Lippincott presented the 2002 Debt Scrvice Budget in the amount of $310,000.00.

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and carried
unanimously to adopt the 2002 Debt Service Budget in the amount of $310,000.00.
There was no public comment.

Mr. Lippincott presented the 2002 Liquid Fucls Budget in the amount of $292,105.94.

Motion was madc by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and carried
unanimously to adopt the 2002 State Highway Aid Fund Budgct in the amount of
$292,105.94. There was no public comment.

2. A request for sketch plan review with the Township Engineer, Solicitor.
and Manager has bcen received from Grosse Development Company, concerning the
possible development of (he Holly Farms Kennel property on Rt. 113 inlo an age-
restricted community. The applicant has agreed to provide the $500.00 escrow for this
mccting.

Motion was made by Supervisor, seconded by Supervisor, and carried unanimously to
approve Grosse Development Company’s request [or a sketch plan review meeling on the
Holly Farms Kennel property of a possible Age-Restricted Communily, with the
submission of a $500.00 cscrow. There was no public comment.

3. Letiers of interest have been received from the following individuals
seeking reappointment in 2002 to their various boards as their terms expire on December
31% - Keith Weiss, Hilltown Authority; Rich Manfredi, Zoning Hearing Board; Bill
Devlin, Emergency Management Coordinator; Keith Seifert, Assistant Emergency
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8. Mr. Lippincott presented the Zoning Report for the month of November,
2001; a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

9. There were nine escrows for the Board’s consideration, five of which are
cash held by the Township:

Ahold (Giant Foods} Voucher #14 $ 482.66
Bricks Villa Phases I & II Voucher #22A $ 1,210.00
Bricks Villa Phases I & II Voucher #23A $ 11541
Grasse Elementary School Voucher #08 $ 21881
Hilltown Plaza Outparcel Voucher #06 $ 182.38
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Pileggi Land Development Voucher #06 $ 34224
Seylar Elementary School Voucher #01 § 765.57

Motion was made by Supervisor Snyder, seconded hy Supervisor Bender, and carricd
unanimously to authorize the release of the nine escrows as noted above. There was no
public comment.

10.  Bid #2001-12 for the Hartzel-Strassburger Roof Repair/Replacement was
advertised and opened today at 10:00AM. Bid results are as follows:

Beres Roofing and Siding, Inc., Doylestown $22,200.00
Weaver and Son Roofing and Siding, Sellersville  $23,370.75
Donnelly Roofing, Hilltown $25,470.00
K & I Contractors, Allentown $28.421.89
Economy Roofing and Siding, New Britain $46,500.00

Pending review by Mr. Wynn and approval by the Bucks County Community
Development board, Mr. Lippincott recommended that Bid #2001-12 be awarded to
Beres Roofing and Siding, Inc. in the bid amount of $22,200.00. Further, if there are any
additional expenses, Mr. Lippincott recommended that the Hilllown Historical Society is
responsible for those expenses.

Motion was made by Supervisor, seconded by Supervisor, and carried unanimously to
award Bid #2001-12 for the Hartzel-Strassburger Roof Repair/Replacement to Beres
Roofing and Siding in the amount of $22,200.00, pending review by Mr, Wynn and the
Bucks County Community Development board; and with the stipulation that any
additional cxpenses will be the responsibility of the Hilltown Historical Socicty. There
was no public comment.
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6. Correspondence was received from a resident of Edgewood Drive,
thanking the Township for erecting Snow Emcrgency signs in her development.

Q. MYLARS FOR SIGNATURE: Rambo Subdivision

R. PUBLIC COMMENT:

1. Mr. Kerry Trauger, speaking in the capacity of a Callowhill Road resident,
commentcd that every time the Township acquires any open space or recreational land,
Deep Run is always the first organization to request use of it. He notcd that Deep Run

does not seem to care about the opinion of their neighbors on Callowhill Road, who do
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place.

2. Mr. John Kutzner advised that Deep Run will meet with its neighbors on
Callowhill Road on February 26, 2001 at 7:30PM at the Deep Run Valley Sports
Assoclation regarding their proposal to install lights on their property. Mr. Kutzner
suggested that the Board of Supervisors attend this meeting, as well. Mr. Kulzner
requested that the Supervisors grant the same consideration to Deep Run as they did in
the past [or Souderton Baseball at the Romanowski field location. In that instance, the
Board required a $500.00 escrow to be drawn upon for actual costs to the Township in
reviewing their proposal.

Mr. Kutzner commentcd that Romanowski field is physically located in Hilltown
Township, however it services youth of Souderton Borough. Further, that field, which is
located in a residential neighborhood, is Iit, vet there have been no complaints from thosc
surrounding property OWners.

3. Mr. Martin Lynch of Northview Road, lives closc to Romanowski [ield
and is not terribly bothered by the lights, however the adjacent neighhors do complain
constantly about the lights on that field. Mr. Lynch commented that sometimes the
Romanowski field lights arc on at 10:00PM while groundskecpcers are mowing the fields.
He sympathizes with the neighbors of Deep Run and understands their opposition to
lights on the field. Mr. Lynch suggested that if Deep Run does erect lights on their ficlds,
a curfew bc imposed, just like Sellersville Borough dogs.

4. Mrs. Alice Kachline, Tax Collector, stated that scvcral mortgage
companies have sold morlgages to other companies, such as Wells Fargo, Lereta
Corporation, and Washington Mutual, to name a few. Reccently, there were 74 residents
who in the past always paid their taxes during the discount period, however this vear,
those taxes were not paid. Mrs. Kachline investigaled the matter further, and found that
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a ncw Manager was hired. Many of the residents of Hilltown today only kncw Mr.
Bennett as a gruff gentleman who didn’t appear to know much about planning and
zoning, however, Mr. Bennctt contributed a great deal of time to Deep Run, sincc he was
one of the founding members, and he also cared a great deal about children and the
Township’s recreational facilities. Mr. Bennett was instrumental, along with other
members of the Civic Association, in allowing the Township to purchase the Civic Ficld
at a nominal fee, which is now a jewel in the park system of Hilltown Township.
Chairperson Bennington will miss Mr. Bennett, and hopes that he will be rememhered for
the good things he did for this Township. Mr. Bennett’s funcral service will be held on
Wednesday, December 12, 2001 at 11:00AM at St. Peter’s Church,
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[OR ADJOURNMENT: Upon motion by Supervisor Snyder, seconded by Supervisor
Bender, and carried unanimously, the Dccember 10, 2001 worksession meeling was
adjourned at 9:15PM.

Resnectfullv snhmitted.

.L.-yl.ll_!d. [l B W) b )
Township Secretary
MILLTOWN TOWNSHIP

(*These minutes were transcribed from notes and tape recordings taken by Mrs. Lorraine
Leslie, Township Treasurer).





