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JOINT MEETING
HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AND HILLTOWN WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY BOARD
Wednesday, September 27, 2000
7:30PM

The joint meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors and the Hilltown
Township Water and Sewer Authority Board was called to order by Supervisor
Chairperson Kenneth B. Bennington at 7:37PM and opened with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Also present were:  John S, Bender, Vice-Chairperson, Board of Supcrvisors
E. Diane Parks, Supervisor
Francis X. Grabowski, Township/Authority Solicitor

Lynda S. Seimes, Township Secretary
Frank Beck, Chairpcrson, HTWSA
Kcith Weiss, Vice-Chairperson, HTWSA
Rocky Wright, Secretary, HTWSA

John Rankin, Assl. Secretary, HTWSA
Bruce Knipe, Treasurer, HTWSA

James Grofl, Manager, HTWSA

Diane Detweiler, Bookkeeper, HTWSA
Tom Kelso, HTWSA Engineer

Jim Linske, Donovan Associates, Architect for HTWSA
Jim Valentine, Real Estate Agent

Mr. Groff introduced the members of the Board of Supcrvisors, Authority Board, staff
and visitors.

Mr. Groff provided a briel history of the planning process [or the proposed sewage
ireatment plant on Highland Park Road, as wcll as an updatc on thc Act 537 Plan.
Discussion also took place concemning the Pennridge Wastewater Treatment Authority
alternative versus Lhe Township’s own treatment facility.

A. ENGINEERING REVIEW OF PROPOSED SITE: A presentation and
engineering review of the proposed Highland Park Road treatment facility was made by
Mr. Tom Kclso of Castle Valley Associates. The final sitc location, as wcll as the other
twelve sites that had been considered, were discusscd. The Highland Park Road
Treatment Facility will be located directly behind A & T Chevrolet, with its entrance on
Highland Park Road. The reasons for choosing this location include zoning, stream
discharge availability, availability of this particular property without requiring
condemnation procccdings, desired relationship to the service area, and the ability to
provide rccharge to the Hilltown Township groundwater system.
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treatment facility would be secured during the day. The only time that gate will bc open
is when sludgc is being hauled from the site.

Supervisor Parks was very impressed with the proposal made this evening and believes
this treatment plant will be an cxcellent example of a low visual impact facility.
Supervisor Bender is happy that the old farmhouse will be renovated and preserved for
the Authority office.

C. AUTHORITY SEWER ACCESS RIGHTS PROGRAMS- Solicitor Grabowski
discussed the proposed Authority Sewer Access Rights Program. Construction of the
proposed sewage treatment facility will provide capacity for holders of preliminary plan
approval within the development district; and at the same time, minimize cost increascs
to present Hilltown Authority custorners. The holders of preliminary plan approval will
accomplish financing of the project through the payment of tapping fecs; or, in lieu
thereof, a pre-purchasing and reserve program to be known at the HTWSA Sewer Access
Rights Program. The proposed Highland Park Road treatment facility is limited to
provide 150,000 gallons of treatment on a daily basis. This will permit a limited number
of development projects to proceed. It 1s contemplated that the design and constructed
capacity of the proposed treatment facility will serve only those projects within the
development district of the Township that have received preliminary plan approval from
the Supcrvisors; or who have received Court-approved plan approval. The Sewer Access
Rights Program that the Authority is considering for adoption is based upon the sale of
cquivalent dwelling units (EDUs). Each EDU represcnis an average measurcd flow of
215 gallons of sewage per day. The Sewer Access Rights Program is based upon a
charge of $7,100.00 as of January 1, 2001. It is anticipated that the Sewer Access Rights
fee will increase at the rate of $50.00 monthly in order to meet the expense of any interim
[inancing required by the Authority for the project. Although the initial financial outlay
may be substantial, the benefits associated with the Scwer Access Program may outweigh
any short-term disadvantages. At the present time, Sewer Access Rights applications will
be received for total flows up to a maximum of 150,000 gallons per day.

Supervisor Bennington asked how many EDUs the future sewage treatment plant will
allow for. Mr. Groff rcplied that 684 EDUs would be available, with 271 for the
Papiernik Tract Subdivision, 331 for the Orchard Hill Subdivision, and 41 [or the
Hilltown Chasc Subdivision; as well as 15 remaining for Longleaf II. Therefore,
elfectively, only Heritage Building Group, and the Elliott Building Group will be funding
construction of the new sewage facility trcatment plant. Discussion took place.

The purchaser of more than one EDU of sewer treatment plant capacity for non-
residential use will he subject to water usage verilication. The surcharge will be based on
the difference betwcen actual usage and the number of EDU’s purchased. Further, Sewer
Access Rights may be transferred only through the Autbority. No purchaser will be









