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Motion was made by Supervisor Bender, seconded by Supervisor Bennington, and
carried unanimously to approve the Treasurer’s Report as of October 31, 1999, subject to
andit. There was no public comment.

E. AUTHORITY REPORT — Mr. James G. Groff, Operations Manager — Mr. Groff
presented the Authority Report for the month of Oclober, 1999; a copy of which is on file
at the Township office.

Mr. Groff presented copies of the water overlay map to the Supervisors, secking Board
approval in order to present it to the North Penn Water Authority for further discussion.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, and seconded by Chairman Bennett to
authorize the Hilltown Authority fo present the water overlay map to the North Penn
Water Authority for further discussion, with the Hilltown Board of Supervisors
exercising their right to authorize approval once the final draft has been determined.
Supervisor Bender abstained. Motion passed. There was no public comment.

Mr. Grolf attended the Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee meeting on October 28,
1999 to discuss water issues and to review GIS material received from DEP, showing all
the basins in Hilltown Township along with the recharge area. Supervisor Bennington
advised Mr. Jay Ash from Dames and Moore will be attending the November 18, 1999
Pennridge Area Coordinating Committee meeting to discuss his proposal for conducting
a hydro geological study of the entire Pennridge area. Another professional will attend
the December meeting to make his presentation, as well.

With regard to possible quarry water reclamation, Mr. Groff and the Authority Engineer
will be meeting with engineers from the Skunk Hollow Quarry tomorrow to discuss the
possibility of utilizing their water for public use.

F. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT — Mr. Thomas A. Buzby, Director of Public Works —
Mr. Buzby presented the Puhlic Works Report for the period of September 26, 1999
through October 23, 1999; a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

Supervisor Bennington announced that on December 4, 1999, the Supervisors and Ms.
Parks will be conducting a road inspection of Hilltown from 7:30AM to 12:00 Noon.

G. POLICE REPORT — Chief Kerry L. Trauger — Chief Trauger presented the Police
Report for the month of October, 1999; a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

Discussion took place concerning the recent fatality at the intersection of Rt. 152 and
Rickert Road, that involved one of the drivers dialing on his cell phone. Supervisor
Bennington wished to voice his displeasure to the State Legislature and [orce them to
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K. SILVERDALE FIRE COMPANY REPORT - Mr. Keith Seifert, Chief ~ Mr.
Seifert read the Silverdale Fire Company Report for the month of October, 1999; a copy
of which is on file at the Township office.

Supcrvisor Bennington noted there has been a request from Silverdale Fire Company for
assistance with funding for the purchasc of radios, and asked if Silverdale Borough has
provided any funding. Mr. Seifert replied that Silverdale Borough is m the process of
preparing their 2000 budget, and the fire company is anticipating a donation from the
Borough.

L. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT — Mr. John Kachline, Chairman — Mr.
Kachline read the Planning Commission Report for the month of October, 1999; a copy
of which is on file at the Township office.

M. PARK AND RECREATION REPORT — No one was present at this time.

N. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mr. Phil Fitzgerald — Zoning Complaint/Pools — Mr. Fitzgerald was In
attendance to discuss Section 201.244 of the Zoning Ordinance, which defines a front
yard. Mr. Fitzgerald received correspondence from the Zoning Officer denying his
application for a zoning permit application to construct a swimming pool in his yard.
Section 201.244 of the Zoning Ordinance states, “In the case of a lot other than a corner
lot that fronts on one or more streets, the yards extending all along all streets are [ront
yards.” Mr. Fitzgerald’s property is located on Brinkley Drive, with Rt. 113 running
along the side of his property. Mr. Fitzgerald only has one access onto Brinkley Drive,
with no access to Rt. 113 at all. Mr. Fitzgerald presented photographs showing his front
yard that accesses Brinkley Drive, and photographs showing the back yard with fencing
along both sides, where the swimming pool is proposed.

Chairman Bennett and Supervisor Bennington agreed with Mr. Fitzgerald that this section
of the Zoning Ordinance must be revised to address properties such as his.
Unfortunately, to revise this section of the Ordinance, proper advertising and a public
hearing must take place. Mr. Fitzgerald does not cxpect to begin construction of his
swimming pool until early spring of 2000. Discussion took place. The Supervisors will
request that the Planning Commission review this Section of the Zoning Ordinance, make
their recommendation, advertise the Ordinance, and hopcfully revise the Ordinance well
hefore the spring of 2000. Without a change in the Zoning Ordinance, Mr. Horrocks
noted that the Supervisors have no say in the Zoning Officer’s interpretation, however to
move forward in a timely manner, Mr. Horrocks will take this issue to thc Planning
Commission worksession meeting next month.
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therefore, this Board cannot speak to that intersection. Supervisor Bennington suggested
Mrs. Stemler present her concerns at a Silverdale Borough meeting.

2. Mrs. Jean Bolger of Rt. 152 thanked Mr. Lippincott for establishing e-mail
addresses for the Supervisors. Mrs. Bolger had requested that agenda items be updated
on a regular basis on the website. Mr. Horrocks will speak to Mr. Lippincott about this
suggestion. Discussion took place. The Supervisors regular meeting agenda will be
placed on the web site somctime during the day on Fridays prior to a meeting.

Mrs. Bolger understands that the proposed Act 537 Plan states that a sewage treatment
plant would be constructed by a developer, and she has concerns about that statement
because she believes developers don’t do anything without strings attached. Mrs. Bolger
wondered if there was any other way to accomplish that. Supervisor Bennington noted
that the other way would have been for the Pennridge Wastewater Treatment Authority to
discuss an expansion of their plant fifteen years ago, however that never took place.
Now, because the voting on that Authority is heavily weighted by the inequity of voting
strength, Perkasie and Sellersville can easily outvote Hilltown, West Rockhill, East
Rockhill, and Silverdale Borough combined. Therefore, all the decisions are Sellersville
and Perkasie’s to make. If Hilltown Township had joined with PWTA’s expansion, they
were asking that all the municipalities provide their planned expansion for the next 20
years, which is impossible to do. Supervisor Bennington explained that Heritage
Building Group is going to be able to build two developments in Hilltown — one at the
Eckert Farm and one at the Papiernik Tract, and he believes that the Township should
permit the Hilltown Authority to construct a package treatment plant in a non-residential
area with funding from the people that will be utilizing that sewage — Heritage Building
Group, in both cases. Mrs. Bolger argued that the people utilizing that sewage won’t be
Heritage Building Group; it will be the customers purchasing their homes. Supervisor
Bennington advised the alternative is that instead of one large package plant built to the
specifications of the Hilltown Authority, there would be many package treatment plants
constructed to serve each and every development, which may not be to the high standards
of the Hilltown Authority. Supervisor Bennington is not in favor of the construction of a
serics of individual package treatment plants dotting the Township in the development
area. Mrs. Bolger agreed with Supervisor Bennington, however she feels there must be a
better way. Mr. Horrocks commented this is nothing more than what has been going on
for years and years in this Township, and that is to get a new sewcr connection, therc is a
tap-in fee. Whether the builder pays for it, or the homehuyer pays for it, a connection fee
is required. The difference is that the tap-in fee does not affect current users, it is only for
new construction. Mr. Horrocks reminded Mrs. Bolger that a Public Hearing will be held
for discussion of the proposed Act 537 Plan, prior to its adoption. Mrs. Bolger is
frustrated with developers coming before the Township and making unreasonable
demands. Discussion took place.
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Mr. Horrocks noted that the Township was recently accused by residents, and appointed
and elected officials, of changing the date of a holiday because a newspaper printed an
article stating that it was so. Mr. Horrocks advised that not one person in this building
spoke to that newspaper, yet it was implied that Township officials had a hand in
changing the official date for Halloween. Mr. Horrocks stated that there arc a great deal
of half-truths, innuendo, and rumors circulating in the Township on a variety of issues.
Mr. Horrocks encouraged all residents to attend the Novemher 22, 1999 Supervisors
meeting, when this Board will have the benefit of their Township Engincer, the Authority
Enginecr, and the Township Solicitor for the public hearing to consider the adoption of
the Act 537 Plan.

Supervisor Bender advised that the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer Authority will
be meeting on Wednesday, November 10, 1999 and discussion of the Act 537 Plan at that
meeting is welcomed and encouraged. Supervisor Bender stated that whoever has the
need for sewer should pay for it, because the alternative of putting the burden on the
current ratepayers or on the Township is a losing situation. Chairman Bennctt agreed
with Supervisors Bender and Bennington.

4, If the Cluster Ordinance of last fall had not been changed, Mrs. Diana
Urban asked if construction of a scwage treatment plant would he necessary. The
Supervisors were all in agreement that it would. Supervisor Bennington explained that
because sewage is a necessity, there would have been a proposal for a Hilliown Township
Water and Sewer Authority sewage plant, whether the Cluster Ordinance of October,
1998 was correct or incorrect. If anyone would like to review Township minutes prior to
the October, 1998 Public Hearing when the Cluster Ordinance was adopted, Mr.
Horrocks noted there are many references and public discussions concerning the
possibility of a Township Authority sewer plant or expansion of PWTA. Because there
was no planned expansion of PWTA, Supervisor Bennington noted Hilltown Township
wanted to be able to specify the plant that was going to be constructed, rather than a
developer going through a private application to DEP to construct their own individual
plants to their specifications. That, to Supervisor Bennington, was unacceptable.
Chairman Bennett explained that in PWTA, there are nine votes — with Perkasie having
three, Sellersville having two, and the remaining four votes distributed among Silverdale
Borough, Hilltown and East and West Rockhill Townships. Perkasie and Sellersville are
both virtually built out at this time. Tt does not appear to Chairman Bennett that PWTA is
concemed with what the remaining municipalities want or need.

When the issuc of the sewage treatment plant had been discussed in the past, Mrs. Urban
recalls that tbe plant is proposed to be modular so that it could be expanded with ease.
Mr. Groff agreed that was correct.








