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E. MANAGER’S REPORT - Mr. Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager —

I, Mr. Horrocks presented a recommendation from the Open Space
Committee to appoint Mr. Chuck Kulesza to a vacancy on that Commillee,

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and
carried unanimously to appoint Mr. Chuck Kulesza to a vacancy on the Hilltown
Township Open Space Committee. There was no public comment.

2. Mr. Horrocks presented a draft policy with regard to road closure requests
lor such events as block partics. The proposed policy is flexible so that each request
before the Board will be considered at a public meeting and will follow general
guidelines.

Supervisor Bender helieves the suggested rules that were discussed previously need to be
incorporated 1nto the policy — such as liability insurance, restriction to certain roadways,
and a notification period. Mr. Horrocks noted it was discovered after the most rccent
request that liability insurance is impossible for homeowners to acquirc.  Supervisor
Bender would also like to avoid discussing these requests on a case-by-case basis, and
feels the policy should be more procedurally documented. A lengthy discussion took
place.

Solicitor Grabowski suggested this issue be tabled until further discussions between the
Police Chief, Director of Public Works, Township Solicitor and Township Manager take
place. The Board of Supervisors agreed.

3. Mr. Horrocks presented the 1999 Foreign Fire Tax Distribution. This
vear, the Township received $66,127.36. Mr. Horrocks rccommends the suggested
distribution rate that maiches the previous yearly distribution to the seven scrvicing fire
companies.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and
carried unanimously to approve the 1999 Foreign Fire Tax Distribution, matching the
percentages as distributed to the seven servicing fire companies as in 1998. There was no
public comment.

4, The Supervisors requested investigation of the original Ordinances
establishing various boards and commissions of the Township. Mr. Horrocks presented a
possible Ordinance for adoption to confirm and re-establish the Hilltown Township
Plamming Commission.
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there are certain items that cannot be bumned, such as plastic or construction materials.
Mr. Horrocks suggested Mrs. Bolger contact the Hilltown Police Department if she is
aware that an illegal burn is taking place.

Mrs. Bolger asked what specific changes are being made to the cxisting Buring
Ordinance. Mr. Horrocks explained there have been some changes to the State Clean Air
Act, and those changes have been incorporated into this proposed Ordinance. There are
no changes to Hilltown Township’s specific burning regulations, as noted in the existing
Ordinance.

2. Mr. John Kachline of Mill Road asked who enforces the Burning
Ordinance. Mr. Kachline stated that his neighhor burns almost every weekend, from late
afternoon until 3:00AM. They also throw acrosol cans in the fire. Mr. Kachline docs not
feel it is his obligation to contact the Police Department every time this takes place. Mr.
Horrocks advised that the Police Department has cited Hilltown residents for violation of
the Burning Ordinance, and the only way they can become involved is if they are notified
of the problem.

3. Mrs. Elma Schaeffer of 109 Schultz Road asked if there are provisions in
the Ordinance for organized bonfires. Mr. Horrocks noted there are certain cxceptions
for organized bonfires for group events, with Township permission.

Motion was made hy Supervisor Bender to adopt Ordinance #99Y-11, repealing
Ordinance #96-1, and regulating and restricting outdoor fires. There was no second
to the motion. Discussion took place.

Supervisor Bennington asked for clarification of Article III, Section C, Number 5, which
states “Hours — No person shall burn or cause to be burned any material of any kind
outdoors, anywhere in the Township of Hilltown between sunset and sunrise; excepting
fires set solely for cooking food and thosc set for recreational or ceremonial purposcs.
No open burning of any sort shajl be permitted between the hours of 1:00 A.M. and 5:00
A.M. Recreational fires must use natural, untreated wood and contain a fucl source of no
more than eight (8) cubic feet.” Discussion took place as to whether the regulations
should prohibit all open burning between sunset and sunrise, or only between the hours of
1:00 A M. and 5:00 A M. Supervisor Bennington would prefer that no buming take place
after dark.

4. Mr. John Snyder of the Hilltown Fire Company recommended that open
burning should be prohibited from sunset to sunrisc, and cited a rccent incident of a
bonfire along the power lines.
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3. Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment — The Planning Commission
requested Board authorization for advertisement of an amendment of retail and consumer
uses to the Zoning Ordinance and to forward that proposed rcvision to the Bucks County
Planning Commission for review.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and
carried unanimously to forward the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance with
regard to retail and consumer uses to the Bucks County Planning Commission for review,
and to advertise the proposed amendments. There was no public comment.

L. ENGINEERING — Mr. C. Robert Wynn, Township Engincer -

1. Orchard Glen Subdivision — A request has been received from Heritage
Building Group to c¢xtend the time frame for completion of improvements at the Orchard
Glen Subdivision for two months. Improvements wcre technically required to be
completed by the end of October, 1999, Since the developer provided the prior two-
month extension, they completed landscaping and paved the streets. Mr. Wynn
recommends the Supcrvisors accept the two-month extension, as indicated. The
developer anticipates requcsting formal dedication of the roads within that two-month
exlension.

Motion was madc by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and
carried unanimously to accept the 60-day extension for complction of suhdivision
improvements until December 27, 1999, to the Heritage Building Group. There was no
public comment.

2, Silverman Land Development — The Silverman Land Development was
completed and the letter of credit expires in November, 1999, Mr. Wynn recommends
acceptance and commencement of the maintenance period.

Motion was madc by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Bender, and
carried unanimously to accept completion of improvements and commencement of the
maintenance period for the Silverman Land Development, with the stipulation that the
new letter of credit i1s received prior to November 8, 1999. There was no public
comment.

3. Hipple Subdivision — Mr. Wynn had nothing to report at this time.

4, Giant (Ahold) Land Development — The applicant will he presenting a
revised grading plan, which eliminates the originally proposed concrete retaining wall
with a fence on top. During the drilling and blasting of the parking lof, it was discovered
that the site 1s located on solid rock, which can stand on its own . Therefore, the
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M. PRESS CONFERENCE: A conference was held to answer questions of those
reporters present.

N. ADJQURNMENT: Upon motion by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by
Supervisor Bender, and carried unanimously, the October 25, 1999 Hilitown Township
Board of Supervisors meeting was adjourned at 8:38PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynaa seimes
Township Secretary



