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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORKSESSION MEETING
Monday, October 12, 1998
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled worksession mecting of the Hilltown Township Board of
Supervisors was called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:30PM and
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Charles D. Grasse, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
George C. Egly, Jr., Chief of Police
Thomas A. Buzby, Director of Public Works

Gregory J. Lippincott, Zoning Officer/Assistant Manager
Richard J. Heilman, Code Enforcement Officer

Chairman Bennett announced the Board met in Executive Session prior to this meeting in
order to discuss legal and personnel matters.

A. HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY — Mr. Jim
Groff, Operations Manager — Mr. Groff read the Authority Report for the month of
September, 1998; a copy of which is on file at the Township office.

B. PUBLIC WORKS REPORT — Mr. Thomas A. Buzby. Director of Public Works —
On behalfl of Mr. Buzby, Supervisor Bennington read the Public Works Report for the
period of August 30 through September 26, 1998; a copy of which is on file at the
Township office.

C. ZONING REPORT — Mr. Gregory J. Lippincott — Mr. Lippincott read the Zoning
Report for the month of September, 1998; a copy of which is on file at the Township
office. With regard to the Keystone Grant proposal for walking trails through Pleasant
Meadows and Orchard Glen, Mr. Lippincott prescnted Resolution #98-39 for the Board’s
consideration.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to adopt Resolution #98-39 which is a Keystone Recreation, Park, and
Conservation Fund Acquisition and Development Grant Programs resolution to
implement the Keystone Grant Application.

D. CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT — Mr. Richard J. Heilman, Building Inspcctor
— Mr. Heilman explaincd the progress made since he began full-time employment with
Hilltown Township two months ago. Mr. Heilman thanked Bruce Horrocks, Lorraine
Leslie, Greg Lippincott, and Lynda Seimes for their assistance in bringing the six-week
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Health Council, and the Bucks County Department of Emergency Health Services. M.
Schmider presented the Bucks County Response Plan for the Board’s review. Bucks
County has been divided into approximately 1,400 “boxes” that show which ambulances
from one through twenty companies should respond to a certain location. The plan was
created by using the response time from the time of dispatch until the time the ambulance
was on the road responding to the emergency. Every box is marked to the center of the
box, however Mr. Schmider noted not every box is located in the center of the box.
Rather, the computer chooses the intersection located closest to the center of the box. A
two-minute penalty was added to any out-of-County organization. For instance, Mr.
Schmider explained that when a call is reccived by the Bucks County Dispatch Center,
the information is relayed to Montgomery County Dispatch Center, thereby resulting in
the two-minute penalty. Anytime there is a conflict where two squads did not agree to a

particular response area, a presentation would be made to the corresponding Board of
Supervisors or Council members for their determination. Mr. Schmider commented the
Board of Supcrvisors would have the final word regarding any decisions made by the
implementation of this plan. This plan has been in use since 1993/1994; and according
to Mr. Schmider, this is the first complaint received about the two-minute response time.

The response area that was called to the Supervisor’s attention at a recent meeting is that
of Souderton (#339) and Grandview (#151) Ambulance Services. Mr. Schmider
explained the plan data shows that Grandview Ambulance Service is 1.28 miles closer to
the center of the box at the intersection of Reliance Road and Bethlehem Pike, than the
Souderton Ambulance Service. Mr. Schmider stated the current changes that brought
him here this evening took place in April when Grandview and Perkasie Ambulance were
working towards a merger, which never took place. At that time, Grandview Ambulance
was given a full license. Prior to that, they were merely a responder unit that would assist
basic ambulance units in the Upper Bucks County area. Grandview has always been
included in the plan, however they did not have their own territory until April of 1998.
Wherever Grandview had been marked first responder before then became their response
area. A meeting took place on April 30, 1998 with Souderton, Grandview, Perkasie,
Bucks County Department of Communications, and Mr. Schmider when Grandview’s
territory was confirmed and the changes were made in May of 1998. Supervisor
Bennington asked if Souderton Ambulance had any adverse commcnts to their new
coverage area for Grandview. Mr. Schmider explained Souderton had no negative
comments during that meeting, however they did state that they would make their
comments, 1f any, at a later date. No response was ever received from Soudcrion
Ambulance until July, and by that time, Mr. Schmider noted the new responder area had
been assigned to Grandvicw Ambulance. Supervisor Bennington commented Grandview
Ambulance’s territory was then determined by a unilateral decision without the consent
of Souderton Ambulance. Mr. Schmider agreed.
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2. Mrs. Connie Schuler — Ambulance Services — Mrs. Schuler, a member of
Souderton Ambulance Service and an Emergency Medical Tcchnician, advised she
personally drove to the locations discussed this evening, and presented mileage figures to
support her findings. From Souderton Ambulance station to Centennial Ridge
development, at the speed limit they are penmitted to travel, Mrs, Schuler advised it is a
distance of .8 miles. From Grandview Hospital to Centenmal Ridge development, at the
speed limit they are permitted to travel, 1t is a distance of 3.8 miles. From Souderton
Ambulance station to Green Meadows development, it is a distance of .6 miles; and from
Grandview Ambulance to Green Meadows dcvelopment, it is a distance of 4.4 miles.
From Souderion Ambulance station to the Souderton exit of Rt, 309, it is a distance of 1.3
miles; and from Grandview Ambulance station, 1t is a distance of 4.4 miles. Mrs.
Schuler feels the gap of the distances themselves justifies further consideration

Mr. Jim Ford, chief of operations with Souderton Community Ambulance Services,
explained Souderton Community Ambulance had contacted Bucks County by letter
requesting the use of Bucks County dispatch tones. Bucks County presently dispatches
an out-of-County squad, and Grandview Hospital Ambulance Service does not have that
advantagc because they are dispatched by Montgomery County and carry Montgomery
County dispatch tones. If Souderton Ambulance Scrvices werc permitted to use the
dispatch tones, it would remove the two-minute delay and they would be able to serve
that area. Mr, Ford advised Soudcrton Ambulance Service serves Telford Borough,
which is the only borough located on both sides of the County line, serving both Bucks
and Montgomery Counties through Telford Borough. In a two-minute dispatch, Bucks
County will collect the information and forward it to Montgomery County. Sometimcs,
although it is not their policy, Bucks County will dispatch via a printout through a
modem, which alerts Souderton Ambulance Service by a tone, long before Montgomery
County dispatches them. If Bucks County would allow Souderton Ambulance Service to
purchase those dispatch tones, they would be willing to do so.

Chairman Bennett noted the Green Meadows area of the Township comprises
approximately 15% of the population of Hilltown Township, and he is very concemed
because he knows that Souderton Ambulance is less than one mile away from that area.
When the meeting was held in April of 1998, Chairman Bennett asked why members of
Souderton Ambulance Service did not object to this plan. Mr. Ford attended that meeting
and had concerns with regard to two of the Hilltown boxes, which he felt should not have
been changed. Bucks County recognizes the center of a box, however Montgomery
County will supply the territory and boundaries for coverage. Mr. Ford does not know
how far thc boxes in Bucks County go until another box coverage arca takes over,

Chairman Bennett commented Mr. Schmider had advised that if the two ambulance
companies can agree upon changes, he would approve them. Mr. Ford has prepared a






Page 9 Pg. 3875
Supervisor’s Worksession
October 12, 1998

K. CORRESPONDENCE:

1. Correspondence was received from Berkhcimer Associates concerning
reciprocal taxes from the year 1997,

L. MYLARS FOR SIGNATURE: Schafstellar Subdivision

M. PUBLIC COMMENT:

1. Detective Bill Leyden of Quarry Road was very pleased that Chief Egly
publicly supported Kerry Trauger for the position of Hilltown Township Police Chief this
evening.

2. Mr. Del Muse, owner of Frederick’s Flowers, wholeheartedly agreed with
Chief Egly’s support of Kerry Trauger and hopes that the Board will look favorably upon
Lt. Detective Trauger’s bid for the position of Police Chief. Mr. Muse explained that L.
Trauger personally responded to a police call at his business one Thanksgiving morming
and has always been very dedicated.

With regard to the ambulance situation, Mr. Muse stated one of his customers recently
required ambulance service, and he was very surprised when Grandview Ambulance
Service responded instead of Souderton Ambulance Service, who is located much closer
to his business.

3. Mrs. Mary Muse, owner of Frederick’s Flowers, was under the impression
that an cmergency recognizes no boundaries within the state of Pennsylvania. Mrs.
Muse asked why residents, particularly those living in Green Meadows and along
Bethlehem Pike, were not notified of the change in ambulance coverage. Mrs. Muse is
very concerned about the lengthy response time provided by Grandview Ambulance
Service for her area of the Township.

4. Mr. Scott Boyer, resident of Green Meadows, can not understand why
amhulance coverage areas have been changed when there have been no response time
problems for so many years. Mr. Boyer lives right around the corner from Souderton
Ambulance Scrvice and feels they should service his home for emergency response.

After bringing this matter to Mr. Schmider’s attention, Chief Egly assured Mr. Boyer that
the Green Meadows area is once again being serviced by Souderton Ambulance Service,
as it had always been.

5. Ms. Beth Parsons of Green Meadows is very pleased to hear that the boxes
have been changed back to Souderton Ambulance Service in her area. When Ms. Parsons
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staff wished to provide extra layers of protection for the Township. The Township
declared a moratorium in April of 1998 and hired Castle Valley Consultants to prepare a
series of ordinances, one of which is referred to as an overlay district. Castle Valley
Consultants made a two-hour presentation at the Iast Planning Commission worksession
meeting on this subject. Essentially, this district is a concept that provides for an overlay
of a golf course community, given certain parameters. If that development complies with
all requirements, the developer must then go through a zoning change under that
Ordinance. This docs not exist at present. It also provides for more restrictive setbacks
and buffers, etc.. The current Ordinance basically provides for approximately 50% of
open space. The proposed Ordinance provides for 65% of open space. In July of 1998,
Solicitor Grabowski first heard of the use of the Nicholas property as a golf course. Mr.
Nicholas, as a resident, asked to meet with representatives of the Township to discuss the

possibility of selling his property for a golf course community and to discuss whether the
Township might be interested in purchasing the property for open space purposes. Mr.
Nicholas owns approximately 300+ acres. Mr. Nicholas contacted Chairman Bennett to
mect with him and the planners, Castle Vallcy Consultants. Chairman Bennett contacted
Castle Valley and Solicitor Grabowski to meet with Mr. Nicholas to detcrmine what he
had in mind. Solicitor Grabowski met with Mr. Nicholas, Mr. Nicholas’s SOT, a
developer named Mr. Sal Paone, and a golf course designer named Mr. Fasio, Chairman
Bennett, and representatives from Castle Valley Consultants. Mr. Nicholas and his
representatives presented plans and asked Solicitor Grahowski, Chairman Bennett, and
Castle Valley Consultants what they thought of the plans. Solicitor Grabowski advised
them that those in attendance could not and would not make any decisions. Mr. Nicholas
understood that the Township was in the midst of making a zoning change, howcver
Solicitor Grabowski corrccted that statcment and explained that the Township had
declared a moratorium, working towards the benefit of all Township residents. An offer
was made by the developer to work with the Township, but that offer was very politely,
yet very abruptly, declined by Township representatives. Solicitor Grabowski made it
clear to Mr. Nicholas and the developer that the Ordinance was not being revised to
benefit them or any other developer. There was discussion at the time that this particular
developer might be interested in constructing up to 400 housing units. Castle Valley
Consultants firmly told the developer that the Township was not interested in working on
the developer’s schedule or on the developer’s plan; and that they would do what was
best for Hilltown Township. At that point, the meeting ended. Solicitor Grabowski has
had no further discussions with Mr. Nicholas or Mr. Paone; nor docs he know if there is
even an agreement of sale for Mr. Nicholas' property. The Township is continuing to
work on its own plan in order to insure that there are proper and appropriate restrictions
for that type of use. If what may or may not be adopted by Hilltown Township does not
satisfy the developer’s needs, Solicitor Grabowski noted it was not the Township’s
problem. Solicilor Grahowski absolutely denicd that the Township is working in concert
with any developer.
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him that whatever the number of dwellings, there could not be any more built on this
property under the proposed zoning than here could be under present zoning,

7. Mr. Stephen Heilakka, Church Road, spoke with Mrs. Nicholas today. He
told her that he understood she sold her property to Toll Brothers, and her response was
“I have not sold my property yet, and least of all, to Toll Brothers.” Mr. Hcilakka
commented a golf course as open space does not support the life and fauna of Hilltown
Township. He lives not far from a development called Hawk Ridge, which he prefers to
call “Hawkless Ridge.” Mr. Heilakka stated open space as a golf course means (hat our
water supply will be under direct thrcat due to the insecticides that will be used. Mr.
Heilakka wondered what he could do, as a concerned citizen, to stop this sort of

development and to preserve Hilltown Township. Mr. Horrocks replied there are twa
opportunities to speak your opinion — for, against, or indifferent, on any of the five
proposed amendments. The first opportunity is Monday, October 19,1998, when the
Hilltown Planning Commission meets to detcrmine their recommendation to the Board of
Supervisors on this issue. The second opportunity for public comment is Wednesday,
October 28, 1998, at the Public Hearing to be held before the Board of Supervisors when
they will consider adoption of any or all of these five amendments. Mr. Horrocks notcd
the Public Hearing had originally been scheduled for October 21, 1998, however due to
an advertising error, that meeting has been rescheduled for October 28, 1998 at 7:30PM.
There are copies of the five proposed amendments available for public review at the
Township office. In order to alleviate copying costs, a $10.00 deposit is required for a
48-hour review period, after which time your deposit will be returned.

8. Ms. Kathy Holliday of Cedar Hill Road reminded the Board that they are
to have the wellbeing of Township residents in their hearts. Ms. Holliday stated
something is wrong when a concerned citizen asks the Supervisors about rumors they
have hcard and is met with a blank stare. Ms. Holliday commented this type of reaction
gives lhe impression that there is a sub-corporation in the Nicholas organization that
involves the Board of Supervisors. Chairman Bennett denied this accusation.

9. Mr. Dale Ott of Mill Road comes from a family who has owned a farm in
Hilltown Township for close to 300 years, and he is a wildlife conservation officer
deputy. Mr. Ott is very concemed about the lack of rural preservation throughout
Hilltown. He too has heard the rumors of 400 dwellings being constructed on the
Nicholas property, which he believes would reduce the quality of life in Hilltown
Township. Mr. Ott would be glad to take up a collection to help purchase the Nicholas
property for open space purposes.

10. Mrs. Susan Bennett of Church Road asked if the open space rcferendum
question could again be placed on the ballot, since it appears Hilltown residents now
understand what is truly at stake. Supervisor Bennington commented the concerned
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in the past with his bid for election, and he hopes that Chairman Bennett will now support
the residents of Hilltown Township and do the right thing.

7. Ms. Denise Hermany of Rickert Road asked if single family dwellings or
multiple family cluster homes are proposed. Mr. Horrocks explained there is a mixture of
dwelling units including single family dwellings, age restricted townhouse units, etc..
There are specific site calculations that would determine how many dwelling units can be
constructed. ~ Solicitor Grabowski commented higher courts in Pennsylvania have ruled
that townhouse units, apartment units, and mobile home parks can not be prohibited.
Every municipality must provide its fair share of every specific use in the residential
districts. Ms, Hermany hopes that the rural nature of the community can be preserved.

Supervisor Grasse advised that there is not much the Supervisors can do if a resident
wishes to scll their 300 acres of land and move out of the Township.

18. In response to Supervisor Grasse’s comment, Mrs. Alice Kachline of Mill
Road advised this particular property is located in the Rural Residential Zoning District
and 50,000 sq. ft. lots are permitted. Mrs. Kachline agreed that Mr. Nicholas has the
right to develop his property, however she suggested single family homes could be
constructed on the site. There would be a lot less houses than what is proposed with the
golf course communmnity.

19. If the five proposed amendments are passed, Ms. Sue Bennett of 745
Church Road asked if a developer could sue the Township if he does not approve of the
amendments.  Solicitor Grabowski stated a developer could still sue the Township.
Therefore, Ms. Bennett noted whether or not the amendments are in place, the Township
could still be facing legal action. Supervisor Grasse commented the Township would
have a better chance of winning a lawsuit if the amendment is adopted and in place.
Solicitor Grabowski stated one of the reasons the Supervisors are reviewing these
ordinance amendments is in the event of a lawsuit, the Township can show the court that
Hilltown Township has reasonable restrictions on the record. Discussion took place.

Ms. Bennett asked il there are line item vetces with the five amendments. Solicitor
Grabowski replied that they are all individual amendments, and this is why they were
proposed separately.

20. Mr. Jeff Reed of Mill Road purchased his property, which abuts the
Nicholas property, within the last year. It is obvious to Mr. Reed that any developer who
comes before the Board does not have the best interest of Hilltown Township in mind.
The Supervisors were elected to serve and protect the residents of Hilltown Township.

21. Ms. Sandy Williamson of Mill Road was not aware until this evening that
there was any problem with Hilltown’s Zoning Ordinance. Due to the death of Ms.











