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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
Monday, January 26, 1998
7:30PM

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Hilllown Township Board of Supervisors was
called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:36PM and opened with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were:  Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Charles D. Grasse, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Francis X. Grabowski, Township Solicitor
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer
reorge . olree
Lynda S. Seimes, Township Secretary

Chairman Bennett announced the Board met in Executive Session prior to this meeting in
order to discuss legal matters, and they will meet in Executive Session following this
meeting m order to discuss personnel matters.

A. SERGEANT PROMOTION PRESENTIONS:  Chief Egly presented the
following officers for promotion - Christopher Engelhart, David Mahaffey, and Matthew
Dreyer. By promotion of these three officers, Chief Egly advised it will allow for the
four platoon system to have a commander in charge of each shifi. Supervisor Bennington
felt that these three officers are well deserving of their promotions, and Supervisor Grasse
wholeheartedly agreed. Mr. Horrocks noted there is over 42 years of service with
Hilltown Township among all three officers.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor Grasse, and carried
unanimously to promote Officer Christopher Engelhart, Officer David Mahaffey, and
Olficer Matthew Dreyer to the rank of Sergeant, effective immediately with a one year
probation.

Chairman Bennett called for a five minute recess at 7:40PM to allow members of the

press to photograph the new Sergeants. The meeting was again called to order at
7:45PM.

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Action on the Minutes of the December 22, 1997
Supervisor’s Meeting - Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, and seconded by
Chairman Bemnett, to approve the minutcs of the December 22, 1997 Board of
Supcrvisor’s meeting, as written. Supervisor Grasse abstaincd from the vote.
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driveway widths and Solicitor Grabowski agreed. Discussion took place. Both of these
issues will be discussed at the next Fire Prevention Bureau meeting.

2. Mr. Bill Godek asked the status of any request by H & K Quarry to change
the zoning of the former Murphy property. Mr. Horrocks replied the Township has
received no application for a proposal to change zoning.

M. SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS:

1. Supervisor Bennington wished to clarify his previous statements to the
representatives of the Perkiomen Watershed. It was not because he is not an
environmentalist, and it was not because he does not believe In clean water, rather,
Supervisor Bennington is very wary of groups wishing to have non-binding Resolutions
adopted when they do not know or care how it may impact Hilltown Township. With the
Township planning for the construction of a sewage plant within the next few years,
Supervisor Bennington does not want to possibly raise the cost of this sewer plant
withoul having all the facts.

2. Prior to Supervisor Fox’s retirement, he attended the Pennridge Area
Coordinating meetings. Supervisor Bennington asked if Supervisor Grasse could attend
the January 29, 1998 meeting, since he would not be available. Supervisor Grasse
agreed.

3. Supervisor Bennington attended the last Planning Commission meeting in
order to hear discussion conceming the sketch plan for the Hilltown Plaza Shopping
Center. The devcloper wishes to move quickly on this proposal to demolish the
Jamesway store and construct a Giant Food Store in it’s place. Further, the Acme
Supermarkct will be lcaving the shopping center at the end of January. Supervisor
Bennington noted the developer has proposed restructuring the entranceway to the
shopping center to bring it into alignment with the shopping center across the street and
install a traffic signal at that intersection.  Supervisor Bennington does not want the
Board of Supervisors to be bogged down the way the Planning Commussion did last week
by requesting the installation of planting islands and trees within the parking arca of the
shopping center. To Mr. Fox’s credit, he specified that the developer is constrained by
the Zoning Ordinance, and he does not believe that they should be required to make any
improvements other than what Jamesway would be required if they werc to re-open.
Supervisor Bennington agreed with Mr. Fox’s sentiments and felt that it was important to
be flexible with this proposal.
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4. Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Grasse, and carried unanimously to authorize C. Robert Wynn Associates to begin update
of the Act 537 Plan, in conjunction with the Planning Commission, as soon as possible.

N. PRESS CONFERENCE: A conference was held to answer questions of those
reporters present.

0. ADJOURNMENT: Upon motion by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by

Supervisor Grasse, and carricd unanimously to adjourn the January 26, 1998 Supervisors
mecting at 9:23PM.

Respectfivlly subt

ynda. Sy oo
Lynda Scimes
Township Secrelary





