JOINT MEETING pg. 2765
OF THE HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AND THE FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
Wednesday, March 6, 1996
7:00PM

The joint meeting of the Hilltown Township Fire Prevention Bureau
and the Board of Supervisors was called to order by Chairman
William H. Bennett, Jr. at 7:00PM and opened with the Pledge of
Allegiance,

Also present: Kenneth B, Bennington, Vice Chairman, Supervisors
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Philip Meyers, Chief, Dublin Fire Co.
Elmer Kreibel, President, Dublin Fire Co.
Bill Devlin, Chief, Hilltown Fire Co.
Larry Woodward, President, Hilltown Fire Co.
Timothy Metzler, Chief, Perkasie Fire Co.
David Worthington, Deputy Chief, Perkasie Fire Co.
Jim Dietrich, Perkasie Fire Co.
Don Wilson, Chief, Sellersville Fire Co.
Joe McDonald, Sellersville Fire Co.
Chuck Stockert, Chief, Silverdale Fire Co.
John Perritt, President, Silverdale Fire Co.
George Ruth, Chief, Souderton Fire Co.
James Gallagher, President, Souderton Fire Co.
Joe Rausch, Chief, Telford Fire Co.
Malcolm Jacobs, President, Telford Fire Co.

Chairman Bennett reminded those present that the primary focus of
the Board of Supervisors is the health, safety, and welfare of the
residents of this Township. Chairman Bennett advised the former
“Fire Panel" was composed of people who were not directly involved
in any of the seven fire companies. That Fire Panel was reasonably
successful 1n solving problems, however it was later decided that
it would be more prudent to actually have representation from all
gseven fire companies with meetings monitored by the Township
Manager. The Board of Supervisors are present this evening to
listen because they realize there are some problems. Chairman
Bennett feels the Supervisors and the fire companies must be united
and work together towards a common geoal.

Because this is a public meeting and it has been advertised that
the Board of Supervisors may take action on fire related issues,
Mr. Horrocks asked all those present to speak loudly and clearly
into the microphone.

Mr. Horrocks introduced representatives of the fire companies,
thanking them for their attendance. While addressing all issues
this evening, Mr. Horrocks hopes the fire company representatives
will speak keeping the best possible fire protection for every
resident of Hilltown Township in mind, which was the main purpose
for the creation of the Fire Prevention Bureau.
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of it, however if it is in the best interest of the community, so
be 1it.

Mr. Horrocks asked all seven fire companies to provide a
recommendation concerning the proposed map changes 1n their
district:

- Mr. Meyers, chief of Dublin Fire Company, stated it has
always been Dublin's contention that they do not want any other
department's territory. Mr. Meyers has made a proposal to the
chief of Perkasie Fire Company that one certain area will remain
Perkasie's area, and all they have to do is add Dublin’'s engine.
Mr. Meyers stated Dublin can work with the Perkasie Fire Company
and the matter has been rectified. Since January 1, 1996, the gray
area on the map is automatically a dual dispatch involving Dublin
and Hilltown, and therefore, it has been taken. care of. Mr.
Devlin, chief of Hilltown Fire Company, felt he should have been
notified. Mr. Meyers stated he has corrected what he saw as wrong,
and advised Dublin Fire Company is not in favor of revising the
coverage map.

Mr. Metzler, chief of Perkasie Fire Company, agreed with Mr.
Meyers, stating that propecsal would be fine as long as it meets
with the approval of the Township. Assuming that no changes are
made to the old map, Mr. Horrocks asked if Perkasie would call in
Dublin on an engine call in that area. If there are no changes to
the map whatsoever, Mr. Metzler stated Perkasie will dual dispatch
Dublin Fire Company in that area.

- Mr. Bill Devlin, chief of Hilltown Fire Company, stated
that one year ago, seven fire chiefs agreed that the closest
department should respond to a call. Mr. Devlin believes the only
concern should be the best interest and the public safety of
Hilltown Township residents. Mr., Devlin stated he has put his
heart into this effort because he is a resident and a taxpayer of
Hilltown Township. Most of the other departments speaking tonight
do not live in Hilltown Township, nor do they pay taxes in Hilltown
Township. There is a definite liability factor involved with this
issue. Mr. Devlin noted all seven fire companies are in this
together to protect the citizens of Hilltown Township and those
that drive through Hilltown Township. He feels all seven companies
should work together towards a common goal. Mr. Devlin wondered
why the chief of the Dublin Fire Company did not have the c¢ommon
courtesy to advise him of the dual dispatch and believes there is
a lack of communication between the fire companies. Mr. Devlin
stated he does not care about the residents of the neighboring
communities because his main concern is for the residents of
Hilltown Township. The Hilltown Fire Company would be more than
happy to assist neighboring communities with mutual aid. A year
ago, all chiefs agreed to revise the coverage maps, however now
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- Mr. Jim Gallagher, president of Souderton Fire Company,
advised his department does not support any change to the map,
however they do support the idea of dual dispatch in areas the
Supervisors may feel are critical. Mr. Ruth strongly feels that
the two fire chiefs covering any particular area should work
together to do whatever is necessary to provide proper fire
protection. By doing this, Mr. Gallagher believes that the
Hilltown residents residing in areas which may be considered
“guestionable" as far as fire coverage, are actually receiving more
service than what the national standards would dictate.

- Mr. Joe Rausch, chief of Telford Fire Company, stated his
department supports no change to the map. Mr. Rausch agreed with
Mr. Gallagher's comments regarding all the fire chiefs working
together for the good of the community.

E. FUTURE COMPANY PARTICIPATION IN THE ¥TRE PREVENTION BUREAD:

Unless all seven fire chlefs agree to continue participation in the
Fire Prevention Bureau, Mr, Horrocks stated he will not schedule
the next meeting for Wednesday, April 17, 1996.

Mr. Ruth of Souderton Fire Company and Mr. Rausch of Telford Fire
Company stated they had to obtain approval from the general body
of those departments since they both had originally voted to
withdraw from participation. Mr. Horrocks asked Mr. Ruth and Mr,
Rausch to forward letters of intent as soon as possible.

Mr. Joe McDonald, former president of Sellersville Fire Department,
referred to Item #9 of the existing contract dated 1993, which
states "This Agreement shall continue in full force and effective
January 1lst through December 31st. If either party intends not to
renew this Agreement for the year, or to modify the terms thereof,

90 days written notice will be submitted." Mr. McDonald commented
none of the fire companies ever received 90 days written notice
concerning any of the proposed changes to the contracts. Mr.

Horrocks replied written notice was not sent because it was under
discussion with the Fire Prevention Bureau.

" Mr. Horrocks advised he was given the task to organize seven fire
chiefs to talk about issues. Many people said that the premise
would not work because there would be constant bickering and
fighting among fire companies. To those people, Mr. Horrocks
responded that things would work themselves out. Unfortunately,
this is the first issue that has not been resolved in a timely
manner. Mr. Horrocks and Chief Egly were both absolutely aware of
the power of the Fire Prevention Bureau's recommendation two years
ago. Chief Egly was not blind to the fact that a review of the
fire district map would be difficult. Mr. Horrocks reminded all
those present that each fire company has one vote, and only one












