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B. APPROVAL QF CURRENT BILLING: Chairman Bennett presented three
Bill's List for approval this evening:

The first Bill's List 1s dated May 26, 1993, and includes
$82,549.58 of General Fund payments, and $78,247.50 of Debt Service
payments, for a grand total of $160,797.08. Chairman Bennett
commented the major payment on this Bill's List is the second re-
payment to the Tax Anticipation Loan. Also, the semi-annual
payment to the Bond was made in the amount of $78,047.50.
Supervisor Fox noted that the Parks - Capital Projects is up to
approximately $16,000.00. Chairman Bennett advised those payments
come from the Bond Fund. Supervisor Fox stated the Park and
Recreation Board established a fund of $20,000.00 to complete the
Blooming Glen Park, and asked if that had been met. Mr. Horrocks
replied monies are still below the $20,000.00 mark, however all the
work has not yet been completed.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills
due May 26, 1993, subject to audit.

The second Bill's List 1s dated June 9, 1993, and includes
$80,800.79 of General Fund payments, $141.19 of State Highway Aid
payments, and $793.50 of Escrow Fund payments, for a grand total
of $81,735.48, Supervisor Fox questioned the payment to the
independent auditores for auditing services. Chairman Bennett
replied that payment is the original charge which is being paid
over a period of time, instead of in one lump sum. Supervisor
Bennington asked for clarification of the amount paid to the
elected auditors, since independent auditors were hired this year.
By law, Chalrman Bennett explained, the elected auditors must meet
annually for their reorganization meeting, which is what this
payment is for. Mr. Horrocks noted the elected auditors were paid
for attending their reorganization meeting, as well as supplying
the Township with a management letter late in 1992,

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills
due June 9, 1993, subject to audit.

The third Bill's List ies dated June 23, 1993, and includes General
Fund payments 1n the amount of $12,869.80, State Highway Aid
payments in the amount of $$55.12, and the semi-annual payment to
the seven responding fire companies in the amount of $42,600.00,
for a grand total of $55,524.92. Chalrman Bennett commented the
$42,600.00 payment to the fire companies comes from the three mill
Fire Tax. The seven fire companies are to be paid on July 1, 1993,
and December 1, 1993. For the Board's information, Mr. Horrocks
explained the payment in the amount of $2,008.56 to Union National
Bank was for the interest due on the Tax Anticipation Loan, which
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backboard, as well as a walver signed by 22 of the 24 residents of
that cul-de-sac street, approving and supporting the installatlion
of the basketball backboard. Just down the street from Heather
Drive, there is a basketball court for Green Meadows, which sports
a "Private Property - No Trespassing" sign. Children from the
Heather Drive development who have attempted to utilize this
basketball court have been sent away from playing there, and in
some instances, have been physically abused, which 1s a matter of
record with Hilltown Police. Therefore, the neighboring residents
of Heather Drive agreed to erect their own basketball nets for use
of the children of that cul-de-sac. Heather Drive i1s "policed" by
the residents and the basketball nets are widely used by the
children of that street. Mr. Souder noted there is also a
basketball net located at 501 Heather Drive, which is across the
street from his property. The basketball nets have been up for

approximately sixz weeks. Apparently, there was one resident of
Heather Drive who complained that the children playing in the
street disrupted traffic. As far as traffic, Mr. Souder stated

Heather Drive is a dead end cul-de-sac street. Mr. Souder believes
the one resident who complained does not care to slow down to avoid

hitting the c¢hildren. There are not only children playing
basketball in this cul-de-sac, but there are also children riding
bicycles, skipping rope, etc.. Mr. Souder was unaware that

Township approval was needed before construction of the backboards
or he would have asked permission prior to their construction. Mr.
Souder 1s reguesting the Board's approval to allow these two
basketball backboards to remain.

Ms. Terry Brown of 501 Heather Drive, who also has a basketball
backboard installed in front of her home, is requesting the Board's
permission to allow the backboards to remain. Ms. Brown and Mr.
Souder offered to install "Play at Your Own Risk" signs. Ms. Brown
confirmed that the backboard is located 12 ft. from the mailbox and
is in the curb line. Ms. Brown commented Heather Drive represents
a very nice community of young families, with approximately 25
children residing in the cul-de-sac. There is not a place for the
children to play, which is what prompted the installation of the
basketball backboards. All the children's parents work in
conjunction with each other, and would like to be able to supervise
their children's play time. Ms. Brown noted there are some “"rough”
kids who live in the housing development to the rear of Heather
Drive, and Hilltown Police has supported the Heather Drive parents
in their efforts to supervise the children. Ms. Brown also
submitted photos of the site, and waivers of liability signed by
residents of Heather Drive.

Chairman Bennett asked if Heather Drive 1s part of Green Meadows.
Ms. Brown replied that it is not. Supervisor Fox asked the name
of the development in which Heather Drive is located. Ms. Brown
is not sure of the actual name. Mr. Wynn advised Heather Drive is
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install. The cost to purchase the sign is approximately $60.00.
Mr. Horrocks noted the signs are not randomly installed throughout
the Township since every road would require such a sign. Mr,
Souder asked if speed limit signs could be installed. Chairman
Bennett commented erecting speed limit signs entails an involved
process of conducting a traffic study, with those results being
forwarded to PennDot for their review and approval. Lt. Detective
Trauger explained a study must be done to determine average speed
on that roadway.

Ms. Brown would like the Board to look into any options available
to provide a safe place for the children of Heather Drive to play,
where they can be supervised.

Mr. Souder asked how much land behind the curb belongs to Hilltown
Township that he has been maintaining and payling taxes on. Mr.
Wynn replied fee simple land goes to the back of the sidewalk, if
there is one, which is approximately 8 feet behind the curb.
Further, Mr. Wynn noted Mr. Crock is not paying taxes on that
property.

Mr. Horrocks is willing to address this issue at the next Park and
Recreation Board meeting, to make them aware of the severe lack of
playground area for the residents of Heather Drive. Mr. Horrocks
believes at this time, the Board either has to come into total
agreement with the Zoning Officer's memo, or approve this
basketball court. Unfortunately, Chairman Bennett stated, he does
not believe the Board has a choice. Supervisor Bennington asked
if it would be possible to move the basketball net back behind the
sidewalk, and pave that area so that it is no longer located within
Hilltown Township's right-of-way. It would then no longer be a
zoning violation because it would be located on private property.

Mr. Joe Krut of 501 Heather Drive does not understand why it is so
difficult to get approval for two basketball nets. Mr. Krut cited
several locations around the Township where other basketball nets
are in place.

Mr. Souder asked if a portable basketball net on a frame could be
used. Solicitor Scafidi stated the Board of Supervisors can not
approve any basketball net, portable or otherwise, to be used on
Township property. The residents of Heather Drive can do what they
wish on their own property, however the Board can not be
responsible and take the liability for approving a basketball court
on Township property.
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3. Notice has been recelved from the Bucks County Department
of Health concerning a septic problem along the Oak Street/Central
Avenue/Northview Street area. Mr. Horrocks recommends the Board
authorize Mr. Wynn's office to conduct a feasibility study on that
entire area.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to conduct a feasibility study on Oak
Street/Central Avenue/Northview Street area.

4, A signed Fire Service Agreement has been received from
Telford Fire Company. Mr. Horrocks noted only one Fire Service
Agreement remains outstanding.

5. For the Board's information, Mr. Horrocks advised a check
in the amount of $15,935.00 was received from Pennsylvania
Emergency Management Assoclation, which 1s reimbursement for snow
plowing during the March 14, 1993 snow storm. Hilltown Township's
grand total of expenditures was $20,400.00, and the 75% Federal
chare was $15,300.00, so in fact, the Township did come 1n over the
75% Federal share.

G. CORRESPONDENCE — Mr. Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager -

1, Correspondence has been received from Representative Tom
Druce advising that Supervisor Fox 1is serving on the Local
Government Advisory Committee recently established.

2. A letter of explanation has been received from Suburban
Cable, advising on how they are attempting to comply with the 1992
Cable Television Act and it's difficulties.

H. SOLICITOR'S REPORT - Mr. Joseph Scafidi, Township Solicitor's
Office -

1. Solicitor Scafidi presented two Ordinances dealing the
Pennsylvania Stormwater Management Act. Following the Public
Hearing held on June 14, 1993, both Ordinances are proposed for
adoption this evening. One adopts the Pennsylvania Stormwater

Management Plan, and the second adopts and amends it into the
Hilltown Township Subdivision/Land Development Ordinance,

Mntinn was made bv Supervisor Fox. seconded bv Supervisor
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that the Supervisors might accept funds in lieu of lmprovements,
if they so desire.

Mr. Jager has been a resident of 1235 Diamond Street for ten years.
The proposed lots are for construction of single family residences
and Mr. Jager would like to build the homes himself. On Lot #5,
where his existing home is located, Mr. Jager is considering
putting a conservation easement through the Bucks County
Conservancy on that particular parcel of ground. At this time, Mr.
Jager has no plans for Lot #6, which i1s for future consideration.
The Bucks County Board of Health has requested Mr. Jager to either
upgrade his system to a current permitted septic system, or connect
to public sewer vilia a pressure sewer system. Mr. Jager has
connected to public sewer through the Orchard Station Subdivision,
utilizing 1,300 ft. of pipe, which was done in the beginning of
May. Pertaining to Lots #1 through #4, there was an indication of
hydric soils in those lots which necessitated a wetlands study.
It was determined that there are no wetlands on the lots Mr. Jager
has proposed for building. Prior to this project being initiated,
Mr. Jager spoke with Mr. Wynn in relation to what the Township has
required in the past. The applicant took that into consideration
in drawing this plan which addresses the need for some road
improvements, since there is an 18 inch culvert located underneath
Diamond Street, coming from the Ludlow property. It empties into
a swale on Mr. Jager's side of the street, which has created an
erosion problem, somewhat precipitated by the installation of a
water main by the Hilltown Township Water and Sewer Authority. The
water main was backfilled with gravel, which has been washing away
with rain storms. The Planning Commission has recommended curb and
widening be done to that particular stretch of Diamond Street along
Tots #1 through #4. Mr. Jager cited the Finkelstein Subdivision,
which took place last March, addressing numerous conversations with
PennDot, the Planning Commission, the Board of Supervisors and Mr.
Wynn, regarding road widening. One of the greatest prablems in
widening Diamond Street to it's required cartway width of 26 ft.
half width, is that it creates a safety hazard because it begins
as a two lane road which goes to a two lane road with a shoulder.
Mr. Jager does not feel that the "in and out" traffic pattern
creates an orderly flow of traffic. Mr. Jager quoted sections of
the Board of Supervisor's meeting minutes of March 16, 1992, and
March 23, 1992, concerning walving street improvements to Diamond
Street in the past. Mr. Wynn noted any waivers which were granted
in the past for improvements to Diamond Street were justified by
the applicant supplying a contribution for future improvements Iin
lieu of immediate improvements. Mr. Jager commented he 1is
developing 6% of his property, and has 24% that he is willing to
donate for eternity as undeveloped ground, other than his own
dwelling. It is Mr. Jager's intent to keep with the rural
character of the area, and he does not feel widening of the roadway
would do so,
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a contribution, 1t appears that the amount would be based upon
$32.00/ft. for 642 ft. of frontage, for a grand total of
$20,500.00. Actually, Mr. Wynn believes that amount 1s incorrect
because the total frontage is actually 692 feet. Mr. Jager noted
improvements are requested on Lots #1 through #4. Mr. Wynn 1is
indicating that if Mr. Jager is comparing this subdivision to the
Finkelstein Subdivision, that contribution was not based upon
anything less than the entire frontage. The actual recommendation
by the Planning Commission is to install curb and widening
improvements - not to give a contribution in lieu of improvements.
Mr. Wynn felt it might be more appropriate for Mr. Jager to submit
the deollar amount information for review before the Board of
Supervisors make a guick decision at this point. Another item to
be considered 1i1s whether or not the road widening would be
excessive. Chalrman Bennett agreed with Mr. Wynn's suggestion to
table the Jager Subdivision until a more thorough review could take
place.

Supervisor Fox advised there is a problem with granting these types
of waivers in the Development District, where Mr. Jager's proposed
subdivision is located. Several years ago, it was determined that
if the developer or the owner of the property did not make the
necessary roadway improvements at time of develeopment, it would
eventually become the responsibility of the taxpayers of Hilltown
Township. At that time, the Planning Commission decided they would
make recommendations to encourage that roadway improvements be done
immediately, or if the Board of Supervisors so wished, they could
require a contribution in lieu of those improvements. Mr. Jager's
subdivision is very similar to the Finkelstein Subdivision, and it
would be possible for him to contribute funds in lieu of completing
the improvements at this time. If a donation were to be made in
lieu of road improvements, Mr. Jager asked if the new owners of his
lots will have to pay for the price of those improvements in the
future. Mr. Wynn commented no one has ever been assessed for rocad
improvements along the frontage of the property. Mr. Jager asked
how the Township would pay for improvements in the future. Mr.
Wynn replied they are paid for out of the General Fund or the
Liquid Fuels Fund, not through assessments.

The Board of Supervisors agreed to table the Jager Subdivision
until the July 26, 1993 Board of Supervisors meeting. Mr. Jager
asked what information he should provide that will be most helpful
in coming to some agreement. Mr. Wynn suggested Mr, Jager submit
any cost information he presently has.

2. Souderton Community Baseball Field - Mr. Wynn explained
the applicant 1is proposing to construct a building near the
baseball field that will serve as eguipment and uniform storage,
refreshment stand, and two bathrooms. The proposed building will
be appreoximately 34' X 24'. The building is to be served by public
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Ms. Judy Stern-Goldstein of Showalter and Associates was in
attendance representing the Balbi family. Ms. Stern-Goldstein
explained the conditions placed upon the waiver regarding the water
test and the water study are agreeable to the Balbi family, however
they would request the waiver of full roadway improvements. The
applicant requested that shoulder improvements and swale
improvements would also be waived. The Balbi family has purchased
this property with the hopes of subdividing 1t into three lots to
serve them. At this point, it would be a financial hardship for
the applicant to do any additional improvements. Ms. Stern-
Goldstein reminded the Board that the site is located in a rural
area and there are no roadway improvements except at the
intersection. The proposed driveway taking access onto Callowhill
Road would have trench drains associated with that, which has been
designed and included on the plans. Therefore, the minor
improvements necessary to construct the driveways would be 1in
place.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to grant preliminary plan approval to
the Balbi Subdivision, pending completion of +those items as
recommended by the Planning Commission and Mr. Wynn's engineering
review letter.

4, Nickel Subdivision - The site 1s leocated on Township Line
Road, near the New Britain Township boundary. The plan proposes
to subdivide a 20 acre parcel into two lots. Lot #2 contains an
existing dwelling, pond, and outbuildings. Lot #1 is proposed as
a flag lot and a new building lot, to be served by an on-site well
and septic system, The properties are proposing to share an
existing, paved driveway. The driveway will actually be located
in the flag area of the new lot. The frontage of the site contains
a significant amount of trees, actually in excess of buffer
requirements, therefore there are no new buffer plantings proposed.
Lot #2 will have 50 ft. of frontage, and Lot #1 will have 190 ft.
of frontage. Mr. Wynn explalned there are some ponds on the
property and some wetland areas, though there 1is no proposed
construction in the wetland area.

The Planning Commission has recommended final approval of this

minor subdivision, subject to the following three items. One is
that the easement for the access to Lot #1 be submitted to the
Township for review. Also, Planning Module approval must be

received from DER, and the right-of-way of Township Line Road,
which 1s offered for dedication on the plan, must actually be
accomplished. Mr. Wynn has received correspondence indicating the
pins and monuments have been set and shown on the plan.
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extend that deadline for another 30 days, until the end of July,
along with correspondence from Prime Savings Bank, indicating an
extension is acceptable with the irrevocable Letter of Credit for
the same time period.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to accept the 30 day extension for
completion of improvements within the Deerfield Subdivision.

2. Hilltown Meadows Subdivision -~ Mr. Wynn advised the
Hilltown Meadows Subdivision was a cash escrow established with the
Township by Franklin Rice in 1989, to install some trees along
Dublin Road. The trees have recently been installed, after all
these years, and Mr. Wynn now recommends the Board acknowledge
acceptance of that. Mr. Wynn noted the developer actually
installed more trees and bigger trees than were required. There
is no maintenance under the agreement, since it only provided for
the installation of those trees, which have been in for several
months.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and <carried unanimously to accept completion of the
installation of the trees for the Hilltown Meadows Subdivision.

3. St. Philip's Orthodox Church - The 18 month maintenance
period for St. Philip's Church, which consisted of the retention
basin and tree plantings, etc., expires at the end of June. The
applicant recently installed an orifice plate, which was an
outstanding item.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to accept completion of the 18
month maintenance period for St. Philip's Orthodox Church.

4. Schade Tract Subdivision - This site is located at the
corner of Rickert Road and Green Street, which was approved and the
agreements were signed in 1991, although no homes have been
constructed in that subdivision. An irrevocable Letter of Credit,
extending to the end of 1993, actually extends past the deadline
for completion, which is in two days. The applicant has not
responded to Mr. Wynn's latest correspondence dated June 3, 1993,
asking when they plan to complete the improvements, consisting
primarily of landscaping and driveway construction. As the Letter
of Credit from Meridian Bank does not expire until January 30,
1994, Mr. Wynn advised there is no request for extension beyond
June 30, 1993, Mr. Wynn is requesting this Board to make a motion
to advise the Schades that they will further extend the completion
date, but that improvements must be installed by October 1, 1993,
or it will be considered in default.
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Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried wunanimously to extend the deadline for
improvements to the Schade Tract Subdivision until Octeober 1, 1993,
and advising the applicants that they must complete the
improvements by that date, or be considered in default.

5. Stonycrest Subdivigion - Mr. Wynn advised this
subdivision was completed in December of 1992, with some
conditions, including an as-built plan approval, execution of the
Maintenance Bond by the Township Solicitor, and correction of a
drainage problem to the rear of the two lots. $Six months later,
these three requirements have been met.

6. Fretz Subdivision - The Fretz Subdivision improvements,
consisting of some tree plantings and stormsewer at the site on
Bethlehem Pike, have been completed. Mr. Wynn recommends the Board
acknowledge acceptance of completion of those improvements and
commence the 18 month maintenance period.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to acknowledge acceptance of the
completion of improvements to the Fretz Subdivision, and to
commence the 18 month maintenance period.

7. Balco Subdivision - The applicant for this subdivision
planted a number of trees that were required along Callowhill Road,
however he did not have the opportunity to plant all the trees
before plan recordation. Therefore, an Escrow was put up for the
remaining trees. The remaining trees were installed approximately
two months ago. Mr. Wynn recommends the Board accept the
completion of those installations.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Bennington, and carried unanimously to accept the completion of
tree installations for the Balco Subdivision.

K. RESTIDENT'S COMMENTS -

1. As a member of the Hilltown Fire Company, Mr. John Snyder
expressed his concern with the approval given to the Nickel
Subdivision this evening, due to the length of the driveway and the
stream crossing. As a fireman, Mr. Snyder noted the difficulties
involved in accessing driveways of this length with fire fighting
equipment. Mr. Snyder suggdested some type of standards be set for
driveway construction, so that in the event of a fire, the fire
department can get a piece of equipment which may weigh as much as
30 tons, down a driveway to fight a fire. Mr. Snyder noted these
comments are his personal opinion, not necessarily those of the
fire department. Discussion took place and the Board agreed to
take Mr. Snyder's suggestion under advisement.
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done so far.

Chairman Bennett asked whether or not the funds are available in

the budget. Chairman Bennett does not recall that it is.
Supervisor Bennington commented there is a contingency fund in the
budget where those funds are available., Chairman Bennett stated

the contingency fund is for the unexpected and for emergencies.
Supervisor Bennington replied this proposed salary lncrease is
unexpected. Chairman Bennett felt the general principal, ever
since he has been & member of the Board, 1is that salaries,
particularly of non-contract people, are reviewed after the first
year. It is not uncommon, however, for a new employee to receive
an increase after three or even six menths. Chairman Bennett
stated it is purely a matter of principle, because the Beoard has
not reviewed other senior employees, such as the head of the Public
Works Department or the head of Public Safety. Chairman Bennett
feels all these employees should be reviewed at the same time. It
has been the practice of the Beoard for the past six years that he
has been involved to do so in November or December of each year.

Supervisor Bennington mentioned the fact that in the past, Chairman
Bennett defined Hilltown Township as a "business", though he
himself has always maintained that it is a "service organization".
If Supervisor Bennington were to use Chairman Bennett's argument
that it 1s a business, then an employee who is supervising other
employees would be compensated to separate and expand theilr base
line salary to distinguish between separate job titles.

Supervisor Fox recalls a former Township Manager who received
raises every six months and other employees who have received three
raises per year in the past. Supervisor Fox stated the money will
come from the same contingency fund that covers those who ask for
relief of permit fees and relief of Zoning Hearing Board fees.

Chairman Bennett abstained from the wvote, but further explained
that he agrees with everything Supervisors Fox and Bennington said
about Mr. Horrocks' excellent job performance. Chairman Bennett
feels his abstention from the vote is based purely upon a gquestion
of timing, and he would certainly have voted for this merit
increase as of next January, when all other Township employees are
considered for review. Chairman Bennett noted that last year,
some employees did not receive any pay increase at all, but at
least each employee had the opportunity to be considered.

M. PRESS CONFERENCE - A conference was held to answer questions
of those reporters present.






