HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC WORKSESSION
Monday, October 12, 1992
7:30PM

The public worksession meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of
Supervisors was called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr.
at 7:39PM, and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were: Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Thomas Buzby, Director of Public Works
George C. Egly, Chief of Police
Eric D. Applegate, Code Enforcement Officer

Chairman Bennett stated the Supervisors met with the Township
Manager in Executive Session prior to this meeting to discuss the
Township's insurance contract review.

A. MANAGER'S REPORT - Mr, Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager -

1. Mr. Horrocks advised there is a possibility the Township
may have to pass an Ordinance, prior to November 20, 1992,
concerning the Neshaminy Creek Watershed Stormwater Management
Plan. Because Hilltown Township i1s located within the Neshaminy
Creek Watershed, we will have to comply with this rather lengthy
plan. The plan will be forwarded to the Township Solicitor for his
review. Acceptance of this plan may also require changes to be
made to the Subdivision/Land Development Plan of Hilltown Township.

2. A suggestion has been made by Mr. Wynn, Township
Engineer, that Hilltown Township Ordinance #83-3, which pertains
to the installation and operation of holding tanks, may require
major revisions and an updating as well. Mr. Wynn's office will
review Ordinance #83-3.

3. Two Township employees have signed up to participate in
a deferred compensation plan through Aetna. This plan is
absolutely cost free to the Township.

4. Mr. Horrocks announced the resignation of Mrs. Christine

Morgan from her position as part-time Financial Officer. An
advertisement for employment has been placed in the local
newspaper. Deadline for response to this advertisement 1is

Wednesday, October 14, 1992. To date, Mr. Horrocks has received
two applications to fill this position, Mr. Horrocks is requesting
that the Board allow him to make this decision after Wednesday's
deadline, since Thursday, October 15, 1992 is Mrs. Morgan's last
day of employment. Supervisor Bennington felt that decision should
be made by Mr. Horrocks, and the Board was in agreement. Chairman
Bennett advised the job would remain a part-time position. Mr.
Horrocks commented the job has been advertised as approximately 20-
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Hearing decision is applicable at this time. The applicant's
attorney intends to contact the Township Solicitor to discuss this
matter.

Mr. Vollberg is present this evening to inform the Board that he
is working on resolving some of the issues raised by the Planning
Commission, and wishrd to appear before the Supervisors in the
future, once matters are rectified. 8ince the Planning Commission
had offered the Board a recommendation, Mr. Vollberg 1s seeking
direction to proceed with the plan.

The last review Chairman Bennett saw was dated September 22, 1992,
which states the Planning Commission made a recommendation to the
Board of Supervisors that the Santos Subdivision plan be denied for
non-compliance to the lot width requirements of the Township Zoning
Ordinance. Supervisor Fox, also a member of the Hilltown Township
Planning Commission, stated the Santos Subdivision appeared before
the Zoning Hearing Beard in 1989 requesting a varlance for a
private road, and that request was denied. The latest plan
submission by the Santos family is the exact same plan which was
denled by the Zoning Hearing Board in 1989. Mr. Vollberg stated
the applicant's attorney feels the roadway 1s a private road and
meets the definition of a private road. The old plans show it as
a private road and it is described as a private road in the Tyson
Subdivision plan which was previously approved. Supervisor Fox
felt there was a legal gquestion as to whether the Planning
Commission can consider it a private road because the circumstances
have changed, or whether the applicant will have to again appear
before the Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Vollberg asked the Board of
Supervisors to allow the Santos extension to remain and that they
not take action on the plan.

Chairman Bennett stated the Board of Supervisors cannot overrule
a 2oning Hearing Board decision.

D. DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT - Mr. Thomas Buzby -

Mr. Buzby read the Public Works Report, dated August 23
through October 3, 1992, which is on file at the Township building.

Mr. Buzby added that last week, the Civic park field was
seeded, and at this point, we are walting to see how much damage

was done by the rain, mainly in the drainage swales. There was
quite a bit of seed flcating on Friday night and on Saturday
morning. Mr. Buzby does not believe the field iteelf has any

damage, he feels the damage will be done in the dralnage swales
alone, Chairman Bennett commented the Public Works Department is
doing a very good job on the new park.
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F. CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT - Mr. Eric Applegate -

Mr. Applegate read the Code Enforcement Officer's Report for
the month of September, 1992, which is on file at the Township
office.

G. HILLTOWN FIRE CHIEF'S REPORT/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPQORT - Mr.
Robert Grunmeiler,II -

Mr. Grunmeiler guestioned the status of the Emergency
Management Plan previously submitted to the Board of Supervisors.
Mr. Horrocks explained the Supervisors requested and received a
copy of the entire plan, and hopefully, the Board can discuss it
this evening. Mr. Grunmeier noted the submitted plan meets Bucks
County standards. All that 1is required now 1is the Board's
signatures.,

Mr. Grunmeier advised he needs an Emergency Management Team
identification card for Mike Tuttle. Mr. Horrocks replied the
identification cards the Township presently has only apply to the
Public Works Department and Township Manager. "Generic" cards will
be ordered to be used for other departments, including the
Emergency Management Team.

Upon review of the rather lengthy and detailed Emergency
Management Plan, Supervisor Fox wondered if two members of that
board are enough to be responsible for all that would need to be
accomplished during an emergency or disaster. Mr. Grunmeier
replied the total Emergency Management Team consists of himself,
as the Coordinator, Bob Tuttle as the Deputy Coordinator, and Mike
Tuttle of Medic 151 from Grand View Hospital, who 1s the chief
medical officer in Hilltown Township. Chief Egly would be
responsible for the Police Department, and Mr. Buzby would be
responsible for the Public Works Department.

Mr. Grunmeier read the Hilltown Fire Chief's report, which is
on file at the Township office.

At the Board's reguest, Mr. Grunmeier has compiled a report
regarding a complete home response/quick response fire sprinkler
system. Information has been obtained from New York, Arizona, and
Lower Merion, Pennsylvanla, as well as other cities and states.
The report contalns case histories and common builder questions.
Mr. Grunmeier presented a short video depicting how residential
sprinkler systems work.

Mr. Grunmeier highly recommends residential sprinkler systems,
praising the latest technology and stating that he, as a volunteer
fireman, could not get to a fire faster than the sprinkler system
could. Across the nation, fires in single family dwellings
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meeting held last week to discuss this issue, and found that if the
County were to be reassessed at this point, there would be no
assurance that it would be correct. It would have a greater impact
on the older homes which have not been reassessed since 1972. Tt
is Supervisor Fox's opinion that the feeling at the meeting, from
the farmers, the builders, and the realtors, was that no one wanted
the reassessment. Supervisor Bennington thought the County
Commissioners had decided that they would not pursue the idea at
this point. Chairman Bennett felt the present system was very
unfair. There is a complete listing of all assessments here in the
Township, and Chairman Bennett has observed that there are many
inconsistencies. According to Chairman Bennett's observations,
residents with relatively newer homes are paying up to 50% more in
real estate taxes. Chairman Bennett does not guite understand the
5.2% average evaluation, which means if you are assessed at
$5,000.00, your home, theoretically, is worth $100,000.00 and if
you are assessed at $20,000.00 at 5.2%, your home would be worth,
theoretically, $200,000.00. Chairman Bennett feels it would be
more fair to base it upon re-sale value, which is the only way you
can really know what your home is worth. 1In other states, Chairman
Bennett knows it is done upon 100% evaluation, based on when the
home is sold. Supervisor Bennington felt the cost of reassessment
will be put back on the Township, and he is not in favor of
Hilltown Township paying a portion of the reassessment of Bucks
County.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to send a letter to the Bucks County
Commissioners suggesting that Hilltown Township is not in favor of
reassessing Bucks County at this time.

3. Chairman Bennett asked if Hilltown Township has actually
applied for funds from RIRAR (Recreational Improvement and
Rehabilitation). Mr. Horrocks replied the Township has requested
information from RIRA concerning this program, but nothing has been
received to date,

4, Supervisor Benanlngton asked for an update on a =zoning
complaint concerning 300 East Reliance Road which was received from
Mr. and Mrs. Dennison. Supervisor Bennington asked if this was the
site the Township had problems with previously. Mr. Applegate
replied he has not been out to re-inspect the site without the
Board's authorization.

Motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by Supervisor
Fox, and carried unanimously to authorize Mr. Applegate to re-
inspect and investigate the site located at 300 East Reliance
Road.
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C. ROBERT WYNN ASSOCIATES, INC.

Consuiting Engineering
71t West Broad Street (215) 536-7547
Aerown, PA 1895] {215} 536-7336

Memo To: Hilltown Township

From: C. Robert Wynn
Subject: Escrow Release Summary
Date: October 26, 1992

1. Deerfield - Authorization Voucher No. 31, dated October 23, 1992,

in the amount of $229.80 for const. obs./esc. admin. for period
from 8/1/92 thru 9/30/92.

2. Hilltown Village - Authorization Voucher No., 12, dated October
23, 1882, 1in the amount of $299.35 for const. obs./esc. admin.
for period from 11/28/91 thru 9/30/92.

3. Sterling Xnoll ITI - Authorization Voucher No. 49, dated Octobker
23, 1992, in the amount of $2,976.30 for sidewalk, aprons, and
trees.

4., Stonyerest - Authorization Voucher No. 11, dated October 19, 1992,
in the amount of $310.78 for reimbursement for const. obs./esc.
admin. for period frem 6/1,/92 thru 6/30/92.

5. Vulcan 8pring & Manufacturing Co. - Authorization Voucher No,
3, dated Octeober 13, 1992, in the amount of §492.70 for const.
obs./esc. admin. for period freom 7/1/92 thru 10/13/92.

6. Vulcan Spring & Manufacturing Co. = Authorization Veucher No.
4, dated Octgker 13, 1992, in the amount of $6,278.09 to reduce
escrow to retainage.

NONE OF THE ABOVE ACCOUNTS ARLE CASH ESCROWS HELD BY THE TOWNSHIP.





