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Concerning expenditures, the telephone costs are down approximately
$3,000.00, and legal services are down approximately $15,000.00.
Additionally, dental costs are up $6,000.00, and police overtime
is down approximately $29,000.00, over last year.

D. RESTIDENT'S COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY - None,
E. MANAGER'S REPORT - Mr. Bruce Horrocks, Township Manager -
1. The Township is in receipt of nine letters of interest

for the vacant pesition on the Planning Commission., Mr, Horrocks
will forward a copy of each letter to all Planning Commission
members for their review. Ten minute interviews for all applicants
will be scheduled for Monday, October 5, 1992 with the Planning
Commission members. The Planning Commission recommendations will
then be reviewed by the Board of Supervisors, and a decision will
be rendered at the October 26, 1992 Board of Supervisor's meeting.
Of the nine applications, Mr. Horrocks advised there were three
that expressed an interest in serving on any Township committee.
There are two vacant positions on the Recycling and Environmental
Committee, as well.

2. Two of the three members of the Board of Auditors have
expressed lnterest in attending the Bucks County Association of
Township Officials semi-annual convention to be held on Thursday,
October 15, 1992. At the last meeting, Chairman Bennett and Mr.
Horrocks were approved to attend this convention. Mr. Horrocks 1s
seeking the Board's direction on the Auditor's regquest. The Board
was in agreement to allow the two Auditors to attend the Bucks
County Association of Township Officials semi-annual convention.

3. The Townshlip has received an estimate of 1993 Liquid
Fuels money in the amount of $188,213.00. This is an increase of
$13,022.00 over what was received in 1992.

4. Volunteer Fire Relief money was received from the State
for 1992 on September 21, 1992 in the amount of $56,840.00. One
year ago, the Township received $55,208.00. The Township has 60
days to distribute this money to the seven responding fire
departments eserving Hilltown Township., The Fire Commission will
be asked to determine if any change of distribution will occur from
prior years. Mr. Horrocks will contact Mr. Jack Morgan, Chairman
of the Fire Commission, to schedule a meeting of that committee
within the next 30 days.

5. Even though an ad has not yet been placed in the local
newspaper, the Township has already received two formal
applications for employment for the position of the part-time
Zoning Officer. The position will be available in 1993.
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a one year delay from experience of the claims until it is added
to the modifier.

By order of State law, Mr. Snyder stated the Township has always
paid Hilltown Fire Company's Workmen's Compensation. Mr. Snyder
believes what Dublin Borough i1s pointing out is that their fire
company not only serves Dublin Borough, but also a portion of
Hilltown, Bedminster, Plumstead and New Britaln Townships. Mr.
Snyder 1s not familiar with how Dublin Borough's Workmen's
Compensation premium is calculated, however when the Township pays
for Hilltown Fire Ceompany's Workmen's Compensation, we are paying
for not only the portion of Hilltown Township that is serviced by
this fire company, but a portion of New Britaln Township, as well
as a small portion of Hatfield Township. Mr. Snyder believes the
Township 1s paying Workmen's Compensation premiums on a population
of approximately 6,000 people. Whereas for the Public Works
Department, the Administrative staff, and the Police Department,
those premiums are based upon per 100 of payroll. Back in 1989,
the previous Board agreed to pick up approximately 95% or better,
of the other municipalities and the Upper Bucks Consortium agreed
to pick up the fire company's insurance cost for general liability
and vehicles. This 1s the bill the Township receives indirectly
from the fire company and is paid back to the carrier of the fire
company's insurance.

Chairman Bennett commented Workmen's Compensation has become a
national issue. Earlier this year, the State Compensation Board
asked for a 52% increase. When preparing their budget at this time
last year, Mr. Snyder advised the Board that he did not believe
this request would pass, therefore the Board added a 30% increase
in the budget over the previous year. Chairman Bennett believes
the figure to date is exceeding that already. Mr. Snyder advised
the Insurance Commission has postponed any rate increase, hoping
that the General Legislature was going to pass some type of revised
Workmen's Compensation bill last spring. That bill failed and Mr.
Snyder noted the Governor has called for an emergency session of
the House and Senate to attempt to pass a new bill for Workmen's
Compensation.

Ag Supervisor Bennington understands it, Dublin Borough 1is
requesting that for the area of Hilltown Township that Dublin Fire
Company services, they wish to be reimbursed for a portion of their
Workmen's Compensation payment.

Mr. Snyder noted, the law says 1n a case where an outside
contracted fire company serves a portion of a municipality, their
Workmen's Compensation rate is based upon their home area plus
whatever area they cover, just as the Township is paying for
Hilltown Fire Company's coverage area, plus New Britain Township
and Hatfield Township's coverage area.

\%Ef;



















Page 15
Board of Supervisors
September 28, 1892

receive final commitment on the mortgage money. Mr. Hetherington
understands that Hilltown Township Water and Sewer Authority has
an arrangement with Telford Borough Authority to service Reliance
Road. Mr. Horrocks noted Reliance Road is located in Telford
Borough Authority's coverage district. Mr. Hetherington asked if
Hilltown Township's Water and Sewer Ordinance requires that if a
home 1is located within 150 ft. of the sewer line, mandatory
connection 1is necessary, even though Telford Borough Authority
services this road. Chairman Bennett replied if a property in
Hilltown Townshlp is located within 150 ft. of a sewer line, it
does not matter which Authority services the area, the mandatory
connection is required. Supervisor Fox noted an Ordinance was
passed last year granting Authorities the right to demand
connection, if they wish. Therefore, that decision has been taken
out of Hilltown's hands, as far as sewage is concerned.

Mr. Wynn also received a call from Ms. Savich who indicated the
existing sewage system at this site was inspected and it was
functioning fine. Mr. Wynn stated the on-site sewage system could
not be functioning properly, because he was present when the
laterals were installed. In front of 601 Reliance Road, when
excavation took place for the trench, it filled with sewage because
the system was failing so badly. They also lost a backhoe in front
of that property in the sewage. Mr. Hetherington asked when the

lateral was installed. Mr. Wynn replied it was 1installed
approximately two years ago during construction of the Bridle Run
Subdivision. 1In fact, all the laterals for homes along Reliance

Road were installed at that time, The system is probably not
falling to the surface anymore because of all the stone backfill
in the sewer lateral, which was backfilled with stone almost to the
surface. Mr. Wynn does not see how the system at 601 Reliance Road
could possibly be functioning,

If it is a reguirement for the property at 601 Reliance Road to
connect to public sewer and laterals have been installed, Mr.
Hetherington asked why the laterals have never been connected to
the homes. Mr. Wynn replied when the Bridle Run Subdivision ran
it's sewer off-site up Reliance Road to connect their subdivision,
they were required +to provide laterals for future sewer
connections. The developer installed those laterals at his own
expense, with no possibility of reimbursement from Telford Borough
Authority. Mr. Hetherington asked if the connection is required
when the property is sold. Mr. Wynn replied connection is required
either when the property is sold or when the Township makes such
a reguirement.

Solicitor Rice explained the Authority itself cannot require a
property owner to connect to public sewer. The Township developed
an Ordinance, that was updated last year, which is based upon a
request from Chalfont/New Britain Authority in the Line Lexington
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area. The Township then passed a Mandatory Connection Ordinance,
under the Second Class Township Code, which has a 150 ft.
requirement, However, that only applies 1i1f the Board of
Supervisors makes a decision to send a notice to property owners,
to enforce the connection. There is a notice procedure in the
Second Class Township Code which states "you shall connect to
public sewer lines if your property is located within 150 ft. of
those sewer lines", however that is discretionary. Solicitor Rice
stated this Beard would have to take some action to initiate the
process of requiring any property located within 150 ft. of a sewer
line to connect to public sewer. Authorities may make that request
of the Board of Supervisors, however they cannot send the
connecticon notice to Hilltown Township property owners without the
Board's direction.

Mr. Hetherington is requesting a letter from the Township verifying
the Board of Supervisors has not required connection to public
sewer for the property located at 601 Reliance Road. Mr. Horrocks
replied this has already been done. Correspondence was sent on
September 2, 1992 to Re/Max and to Telford Borough Authority,
gquoting sections of Ordinance #91-04 which follows:

“2l1l property owners whose building lines are within 150 ft. of any
public sewer, shall be required to connect thereto. If the owner
of any property, after sixty days notice from the Township, fails
to connect, the Township or it's authorized agent may make the
connection and collect the cost thereof in the matter provided
under law",

Apparently, Mr. Hetherington noted, this infermation was not
sufficient for FHA. Mr. Hetherington asked if the Board could send
a letter stating the Board of Supervisors has not issued an order

'to require those residents of Reliance Road to connect teo public

sewer. Supervisor Bennington felt that FHA should be more
concerned about a sewer system that is failing, before guaranteeing
a mortgage. Mr. Hetherington has been told that a septic system

inspector has advised the on-site system at 601 Reliance Road is
functioning adeguately. Mr. Hetherington does not wish to raise
an issue which may cause problems for the seller, the buyer, or
anyone else. Mr. Hetherington has not seen the septic
certification, however it appears that FHA 1is not terribly
concerned about that aspect, rather they are concerned about the
municipality requiring connectlion to public sewer.

Mr. Horrocks suggested drafting a letter stating "As of this date,
the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors has not required those
residents of Reliance Road to connect to public sewer", Mr.
Hetherington was in agreement to this suggestion.
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On a different subject, Mr. Hetherington asked if the Board has
requested a mailing list from the Board of Elections. Chairman
Bennett spoke to Mr. Horrocks on this subject today, and he is
working on two sources for a malling list - one is the Bucks County

Courthouse, and one is Berkhelmer. In the past, the Township
purchased mailing labels through Berkheimer, but once again, there
were several hundred that were not accurate. The Township has

attempted to eliminate multiple mailings to the same household.
Mr. Hetherington has spoken to the Board of Elections and was told
a mailing list can be purchased in two fashions - one is by
household of registered voters, and one is by registered voter
name. The difference is that if there is a household of adults,
all of whom have registered to vote, the household registration

mailing list will supply only one name per household. For the
Civic Association's purposes, the listing showing all registered
voters 1n the household would be preferable. The cost 1is

approximately $.04 per label.

2. Mr. Jehn Snyder - Mr. Snyder read the following personal
gstatement relating to the letter from Dublin Borough concerning
insurance coverage, which Mr. Horrocks read earlier. This

statement deoes not reflect the standing of Hilltown Township, or
Mr. Snyder's position as president of the Hilltown Fire Company.

"In 1991, the Township collected $96,834.85 in Fire Tax,
distributed $85,200.00, of which $53,500.00 (or 62%) went to
support fire companies chartered outside the Township. Likewise,
in 1991, the Township received $55,208.76 from the State in Foreign
Fire Tax monies, of which $24,598.000 (or 44.5%) went to support

fire companies chartered outside the Township. In addition to
this, the Township paid $23,171.00 insurance costs. These
expenditures total $163,579.76. This does not include the

additional $5,000.00 paid to Hilltown Fire Company and Sellersville
Fire Company, for the major unexpected emergency repairs, which
would then bring the total to $173,579.76. In review of the
regular Fire Tax and the Foreign Fire Tax which were distributed
in 1991, $78,098.00 (or 55.6%) went to support fire companies in
other municipalities. While it is true that these donations do not
go directly to the municipality, but rather to the fire companies.
the municipalities must realize that Hilltown Township does support
their costs of operating a fire company. In fact, there 1is at
least one of the other six fire companies, besides Hilltown, that
service this Township, who would probably not exist if it weren't
for Hilltown Township.

Mr. Snyder stated, with the letter of request this evening, there
is the poeeibility of five more very similar requests eventually
coming before the Board. If the Board is considering the request
from Dublin Beorough, it 1is Mr. Snyder's interpretation of the
Pennsylvania law pertaining to Fire Tax, that monies cannot be used






C. ROBERT WYNN ASSOCIATES, INC.

Consulting Engineering
'] West Broad Street
Jaakertown, PA 18951
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(215) 536-7547
{213) 536-7336

Memo To: Hilltown Township

From: C. Robert Wynn

Subject: Escrow Release Summary

Date: September 28, 1992

l. Browning-Ferris Industries ~ Authorization Voucher No. 12, dated

September 9, 1992, in the amount of $437.83 for reimbursement
for const. obs./esc. admin. for period from 6/1/92 thru 6/30/92.

2, Orchard Station - Authorization Voucher No. 23,

dated September

23, 1992, in the amount of $26,004.28 for roadway and E&S control.

3. Orchard Station - Authorization Voucher No. 24,

dated September

24, 1992, in the amount of $408.38 for reimbursement for const.
obs./esc. admin. for period from 6/1/92 thru 8/31/92.

4. Pleasant Meadows III - Authorization Voucher

No. 25, dated

September 8, 1992, in the amount of $129.23 for const. obs./esc.

admin. for period from 6/1/92 thru 8/31/92.

5. Sterling Knell Phase II - Authorization Voucher No. 48, dated
September 9, 19892, in the amount of $294.90 for const. obs./esc.

admin, for period from 5/1/92 thru 8/31/92.

Note: All releases are from bank held accountsg.





