HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULRARLY SCHEDULED PUBLIC WORKSESSION
Monday, September 14, 1992
7:30PM

T.. public worksesslon meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of
Supervisors was called to order by Chairman William H. Bennett, Jr.
at 7:32PM, and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Also present were: Kenneth B. Bennington, Vice-Chairman
Jack C. Fox, Supervisor
Bruce G. Horrocks, Township Manager
Thomas Buzby, Director of Public works
George C. Egly, Chief of Police
Eric D. Applegate, Code Enforcement Officer

A MANAGER'S REPORT - Mr. Bruce G. Horrocks -

1. At the last meeting, the Board directed Mr. Horrocks, Mr.
Wynn and the Township Solicitor to hold a meeting with Glenn Garis
and his engineers concerning the Pleasant Meadows Box Culvert.
Tnat meeting was held and Mr. Garis is definitely in the process
of submitting all of their final reports to the Army Corp. of
Engineers. It is still pending advertising with the Army Corp. of
Engineers. It was suggested that it might be helpful if the Board
cf Supervisors were willing to sign on a positive support letter
erprassing the Township's concern. Mr. Horrocks presented a copy
o  the propesed letter for the Board's review. Chairman Bennett
w £ agreeable to this suggestion. Supervisor Bennington wondered
wrst good a positive letter of support, after six years of waiting,
w..ld do. Apparently, Mr. Horrocks replied, in the past, someone
t=d indicated a bit of expediency to the Army Corp. of Engineers,
wealch was when the files were "lost"., The project is very close
to being finalized, and there is much concern on the part of Mr.
G#ris' engineers that it did not appear as though the Township was
zttempting to force a decision on any other agency. The Board
aoreed to sign the proposed support letter.

2. Advertisemente have been placed in a local newspaper for
12 vacancy on the Planning Commission and two vacancies on the
#cycling and Environmental Concerns Committee. To date, Mr,
:rrocks has recelved five written confirmations of interest, with
re2e additional applicant's verbally indicating their interest.
of the letteres indicate they would be willing to serve on
er Beard, with the remaining applicant's expressing interest
rhe avalilable opening on the Planning Commission.
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3. At a previous meeting, a resident had expressed her
¢ 1varn with the Willow Grove jets flylng overhead and disturbing
homeowners in her general area. At that time the Board directed
Mz . Horrocks to contact Willow Grove, as well as local government
revresentatives. Mr.Horrocks spoke to Lt. Commander Mike Thompson
o wWillow Grove, who was very familiar with the Hilltown resident
i -wlved, and has answered correspondence from Representative
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“If Hamilten Townehip, New Jersey can get a post office and
zin code, why can't Hilltown Township? Why doesn't the Township
take advantage of the election year and get some support from
candidates, even though they could be empty promises."

Chzirman Bennett explained the Township had pursued the idea of a
cantralized post office with the Federal Postal Service and
Congressman Kostmayer approximately three years ago, to no avail.

6. Notification has been received concerning the Bucks
Covnty Association of Township Officials meeting on Thursday,
Occoober 15, 1992 at 6:00PM at the Warrington Country Club.

Motion was made by Supervisor Fox, seconded by Supervisor
Beanington, and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Bennett
and Mr. Horrocks to attend the Buckse County Asscociation of Township
Utficials meeting on Thursday, October 15, 1992.

C. CONFTRMED APPOINTMENTS:

1. Mr. Jack Hetherington - Landes Property - At a previous
B.77d of Supervisor's meeting, there was correspondence from
Eiitnony and Missy Landes regarding a property they own located on

Hi-aland Park Road, which contains three rental units. Mr. and
M:s. Landes have owned the property in question for approximately
¢ix years, and 1t 1s presently under an agreement of sale. The
prospective buyer's lender 1s requiring some kind of outside

¢ obirmation that the three rental units located on the property
@ * not in violation of the Zoning Ordinance.

M. . Hetherington understands that Mrs. Landes sollicited affidavits
£ om prior owners and long time neighbors verifying the validity
¢. the three rental units. Mr. Hetherington has reviewed the
zoning Ordinance, and cannot find a Township registry of non-
conforming uses of properties. If this three unit dwelling is not
irn —onformance with the Rural Residence Zoning District in which
: . 18 located, there is no way to register a non-conforming use to

that effect. Mr. Hetherington understands that if it is a non-
¢ :2Zorming use and had been prior to the adoption of the 1959
. .ng Ordinance, it is a "Prior Existing Use". Prior Existing

' .2, which become non-conformities because of the adoption of
noi..ng Ordinances, are a property right which runs with the land
g0 that a subsequent purchaser is allowed the right to continue
~nat same non-conforming use.

M« Landes has obtained a letter from the son of a prior owner of
1~.. property, who resided at the property from the early 1940's
L. v the 1960's. This gentleman indicated he lived at this
o ~werty as a child during the mid 1950's and specifically
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considered "equipment” or if we could use any excess funds we would
heave, With the eguipment, there is a definite 20% maximum to be
used towards equipment purchases. Mr. Buzby is currently in a
d’lemma as to where to store his materials. Chairman Bennett
iiggested Mr. Horrocks look into renting an old barn located on
our Road, which is presently not in use. Mr. Horrocks thought
tere may be one or two other places the Township could look into
s well,
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~upervisor Bennington commended the Public Works Department for
thelr fine work on Highland Park Road.

POLICE CHIEF'S REPORT - Chief George C. Egly -

[}

Chief Egly read the Police Chief's Report, dated August of
'92, which 1s on file at the Township building.

—

Chief Egly advised a Traffic Blitz was held on Saturday,
% :ptember 5, 1992, Despite the light traffic, there were a number
or arrests, and the operation went well. There was a Morning Call
nawspaper reporter riding with an officer who wrote a very nice
= ticle about the Traffic Blitz. Chief Egly anticipates there will
k.~ more Traffic Blitz programs in the future. Hilltown Township
w.ll also be Jjoining in on an application with other police
departments on a possible grant for running DUI checkpoints.

Chairman Bennett asked if the recorded False Alarm reports are
mistly residential or commercial. Chief Egly replied most are
.ommercial, and at this point, almost everyone has used their four
free false alarms. At present, there 1s a great amount of
nokkeeping on sending out the fines to collect the monies.

s
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B CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER'S REPORT - Mr. Eric Applegate -

Mr. Applegate read the Code Enforcement Officer's Report for
*1e month of August, which is on file at the Township office.

Due to the increasing workload in the Zoning/Building
spartment, motion was made by Supervisor Bennington, seconded by
npervisor Fox, and carried unanimously to advertise for a part-
me Zoning Officer, to begin serving the Township in January of
493, This would include a maximum work week of 30 hours.
‘halrman Bennett noted from Mr. Wynn's experience, he feels the
frirt-time Zoning Officer could do the job in 20 hours per week.
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¢, HILLTOWN FIRE CHIEF'S REPORT/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT -

Mr. Grunmeier waes not in attendance this evening, however he
In7. Horrocks had some items to bring to the Board's attention.
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Supervisor Bennington asked Mr. Applegate i1f he has visited

Centennial Ridge since the letter was written. Mr. Applegate
explained a resident of Centennial Ridge submitted a building
permit application to install repairs for the problen. Mr,

Applegate did inspect Mr. Anderer's home, however as far as the
other units, he has not had the opportunity to view them.
Supervisor Bennington requested that Mr. Applegate meet with the
Board before the next Supervisor's meeting to give an in depth
accounting of the problem and the solutions to rectify it. Mr.
Horrocks asked if the Township Solicitor could also be included in
that meeting, since the Township has no idea as to what the
building codes were at the +time of construction, and the
requirements expected of the Township at the time. This will
involve quite a bit of research. Supervisor Bennington 1is
concerned that something may happen and injuries could take place.
mnother reason Mr. Horrocks would like the input of the Township
Solicitor is to define the Township's role in the matter. It is
believed there are approximately 125 units in the Centennial Ridge
cdevelopment, and that they were constructed around the same time
&8 Green Meadows.

L PRESS CONFERENCE - A conference was held to answer questions
¢f those reporters present.

. ADJOURNMENT - Upon motion by Supervisor Fox, seconded by
Supervisor Bennington, and carried unanimously to adjourn the
worksession meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors
&t B:35PM,

Regspectfully submitted,

s 4 J] _: Ty gD
~ynda Seimes
Township Secretary

‘*These minutes were transcribed from tape recordings and notes
taken by Mr. Bruce Horrocks, Township Manager).

Lt}

VRN





