
,..,. 

HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP 
SUPERVISORS• MEETING 

October 9, 1989 

The meeting of the Hilltown Township Board of Supervisors 
was called to order by Chairman Robert H. Grunmeier at 7:45 P.M. 

Members present were: 

Others present were: 

Robert H. Grunmeier, Chairman 
Betty J. Kelly, Vice Chairperson 
William H. Bennett, Jr., Supervisor 

James H. Singley, Township Manager 
Francis X. Grabowski, Twp. Solicitor 
C. Robert Wynn, Township Engineer 
George C. Egly, Chief of Police 
Lynda S. Seimes, Ass't. Secretary 
Clarence Radcliff, Building/Zoning Officer 

Chairman Grunmeier introduced Ms. Bonnie Roberts, a high school 
student who is interested ~n local government. 

The Supervisors presented Mr. Kenneth Schuenemann with Resolution 
No. 89- 33 , recognizing him for 50 years of service as an active 
volunteer in the fire service. 

Chairman Grunmeier announced that the Supervisors attended the 
Silverdale Fireman's Parade on Saturday (10/7/89) in recognition 
of the department's 75th Anniversary and 50th anniversary of the 
Silverdale Ladies Auxiliary. A presentation was made to 
representatives of the department and auxiliary; Mr. Bennett read 
Resolution #8 9- 32, recognizing their service to the community. 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion was made by Mr. Bennett to approve 
the minutes of the September 25, 1989 Supervisors' meeting as 
written; motion seconded by Mrs. Kelly and carried unanimously. 

B. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE: Billing in the following amounts was 
approved by the Board: General Fund $87,204.33; Street Lighting 
Fund $324.29; and State Highway Aid $3,885.42. Mr. Bennett 
questioned employee's hospitalization insurance cost compared 
to last year; Mr. Singley explained that cost has increased by 
115% since 1987. Mr. Bennett also questioned Zoning Hearing Board 
Solicitor's increase of fees; Mr. Singley indicated this would 
be discussed during budget meetings. Motion was made by Mrs. Kelly 
to pay bills when due; motion seconded by Mr. Bennett and carried 
unanimously. 

C. TREASURER'S REPORT: Mr. Singley read the report for the 
month of October as follows: General Fund $135,890.18; Street 
Lighting Fund $1,325.22; Fire Hydrant Fund $3,276.97; Capital 
Projects Fund $3 58. 54; Highway Aid Fund $73,544.93; Police Pens ion 
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Fund $110 ,918 . 19 ; Non- Uniform Pension Fund $65 ,711.40 ; Federal 
Revenue Sharing Fund $3 ,712 . 58; Fire Protection Fund $4 6,526. 69 ; 
Escrow Fund $1,348.38. Motion was made by Mr. Bennett to accept 
the r eport .as given subject to aud i t; motion seconded by Mrs . Kelly 
and carried unanimously. 

D. CONFIRMED APPOINTMENTS : 

1. Jack Fox, Hill town Pike - Mr . Fox quest ioned if payment s 
have been made on time to Alderfer & Frank ; Mr . Singley rep l ied 
that they have . Mr. Fox al so ques tione d tonnage fe e ; Mr . Singley 
advised i t i s higher than $50/Ton. Mr. Singley also reported 
that Alderfer & Frank does submi t quarterly reports , inc luding 
daily tonnage, to the Township . Mr . Fox referred to the Recycling 
Ac t and s tated that a hos t municipal ity fe e should be colle cted 
($1/Ton) to be used toward recycling . Mr . Singley stated tha t 
( to h i s knowledge ) trash trans£ er stat ions are not included under 
Section 1300 of the Act . Mr . Fox di sagreed and di scussion fol lowed 
regarding interpretation of the Recycling Act. Mr. Fox also asked 
if the Board would consider waiving of the $500 f ee for process ing 
of hi s appl ication to the Zon i ng Hearing Board , appealing a decision 
of t he Zoning Officer which Mr . Fox felt should have be en s ent 
to the Zoning Hearing Board . Chairman Grunmeier stated he does 
not feel 1 ees should be waived for a private resident ' s appeal 
since th is could s et a precedent whe reby a ll private appeal fees 
should be waived. Mr. Bennet t stated that s ince Mr. Fox i s 
challenging the Supervisors ' decision , with no personal gain, 
he would agree to waive the f ees. Discussion followed. Mrs. Kelly 
indicated s he would not be in f avor oi waiv i ng the fe e . 

Mr . Fox also quest i oned a memo sent to the Planning Commission 
regard i ng a r eques t by the Supervisors to tape the PC meetings 
and s tated that this s hould be d iscussed during a township meeting . 
Mr. Singley n oted that t his was a policy dec ision by the 
Supervisors . Mr . Fox also ref erred to the new position of Code 
Enforc ement Offi cer a nd sta ted that ( in his opinion) this should 
also have been discus sed during a p ublic meeting . Mr . Fox stated 
that the stop lines which were placed at in tersections a re extremely 
eff ect ive and commended the road crew. 

2 . Samuel Pierce, Rt . 152 - Mr . Pierce gave a history of 
the one-room schoolhous e he bought to be converted into a public 
library. He praised t he volunteers who he lped to make i t a success . 
Since the building of the new l ibrary , the County has i nd icated 
they will close the old building by Oct . 25th . Mr . Pierce asked 
they be a llowed to use approximately 1500 s . f. of the old township 
building on Blooming Glen Road for the Thrift Shop's use. Mot ion 
was made by Mrs . Kelly to allow The Friend ' s of t he Library Thrift 
Shop to use the pol ice portion of the old municipal building for 
one year ( renewa ble a t the opt ion o f the Township and Thrift Shop) 
subject to agreement (liability insurance, e tc.) by the Solicitor , 
the Township Manager, and the Thrift Shop associat ion; motion 
was seconded by Chairman Grunmeier. Discussion foll owed : I 
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Mr. Bennett stated that the Board has already made a commitment 
to the Park & Recreation Board for this property. Mr. Singley 
reported that the Boy Scouts use the main meeting room every 
Wednesday and 4-H meet on the second Tuesday in the main meeting 
room. Mr. Singley noted that the building could be without heat 
and/or electric during renovations; this would be contingent upon 
notification from DCA regarding grant application. A vote was 
taken; (Mr. Bennett noted that his only concern was that the Park 
& Recreation Board had made a previous commitment); motion carried 
unanimously. 

MANAGER•s REPORT: 

1. Post Office Letters sent to Congressman Kostmayer 
and Senator Heinz from Ms. Betty Bryant of the U.S. Postal Service; 
a meeting was held in Devon, PA with the postal authorities. 
The Board agreed to send a letter of appreciation to Congressman 
Kostmayer for setting up the meeting. 

2. Mabel Clark requesting extension for rebuilding ot 
structure at 4409 Bethlehem Pike (two extensions have already 
been granted by the Board - second extension granted was until 
9/30/89 and it was noted at that time there would be no further 
extensions). Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Kelly agreed to deny any further 
extensions; the Board unanimously denied further extensions to 
the Mabel Clark property. 

3. Insurance Proposal received from Gum Insurance for 
Public Official•s and Police Liability. Motion was made by 
Mr. Bennett to obtain additional $1,000,000 coverage (total coverage 
will be $2,000,000) for Public Official's Liability at increased 
premium of $2,420 and additional $1,000,000 coverage for Police 
Liability (total coverage $2,000,000) at an increased premium 
of $2,500 with Scottsdale Insurance (thru Gum Insurance Co.); 
motion seconded by Mrs. Kelly; (Mr. Bennett noted that the coverage 
is worth the additional amount of money); motion carried 
unanimously. 

4. Line Lexington Sewer Meeting held last Thursday, 
advising residents of fees and available financing. New Britain 
has waived plumbing fees. Motion was made by Mrs. Kelly to waive 
all plumbing/inspection fees for the 22 residents in the Line 
Lexington Sewer area; motion seconded by Mr. Bennett and carried 
unanimously. 

5. Resolution #8 9-3JL_ - recognizing Red Ribbon Campaign 
sponsored . by the Pennridge Community Action Team, choice for young 
people to be 11drug free 11

; commemorated Oct. 22-29, 1989. Motion 
was made by Mr. Bennett to adopt Resolution #8 9- 3!! with $100.00 
contribution to the Pennridge Actl on Team; motion seconded by 
Mrs. Kelly and carried unanimously. 
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6 . Resolut i on #89- 35_ - requesting PA General Assembly to 
provide f or f ul l legis la tive consideration s of the s even t ort 
ref orm measures now pending. Motion made by Mrs . Kelly t o . adopt 
~eR olution #89-35; mot i on seconded by Mr . Bennett and carried 
unanimously . 

7 . Fire Pa nel Meeting wi ll be held on Wednesday , 
October 25 t h at 7:30 P.M. to r ece i ve r e siden t's c omments regard ing 
fire protection i n Hi l l t own Towns hip . 

8. Bridge Ins pect i ons Mo tion was made by Mr. Bennett 
to allow PennDOT to conduc t i nspec t ions of six t ownship bridges, 
wi th t he t ownsh ip paying 20% of t h e cost ; motion seconded by 
Mr s. Kelly a nd carried una nimously. 

9 . Road I nspec tion 
semi-annual road ins pec tion 
A.M. 

The Board ag reed to hold 
on Wednesday, October 18th at 

their 
9 : 00 

ROAD REPORT : Mr. Singley r ead t he r eport for the month of 
September wh i ch i s on file at the Township buildi ng. Mr . Si ngle y 
no ted that the mac hine used for pain ting of stop bars has more 
than paid at leas t h a lf of an outs i de f i rm's charges f or performi ng 
the same work . Mr. Bennett commended the r oad crew for their 
work. 

POLICE REPORT : Chief Egly 
of Sep tember 1989 which is on 
Mr . Bennett ques tioned a uc tion of 
to Manage r . 

ENGI NEERING/PLANNING: 

read the report for the month 
f ile at the Towns hip office. 
police ca rs; will be addres sed 

1 . Longview Subdivision 9 lo t subdivision located on 
Dubl in Road , Blooming Glen Road, and Longview Road; average l o t 
size of 4~ a cres. Due t o seasonal high water table discovered 
at the si t e, developer i s reques ting permission to consolidate 
3 basins into one lar ger bas in on Lot #9. Mot ion was made by 
Mr . Benne tt to a llow cons o lidation of 3 r etention basins into 
on e l a rge basin on Lot #9 of the Longvi ew Subdiv is ion ; mo tion 
seconded by Mr s. Ke lly and carried una nimous ly . 

SOLICI TOR' S REPORT: 

1 . Blooming Glen Playground As soc iation - Hearing sheduled 
f or Oct . 19th a t 10: 00 A.M. regarding con veyanpe of land to Hill t own 
Township . The Board unani mously agreed t hat a · repr esentat ive 
of Mr. Grabows ki 's offi c e be p resent at that hear ing . 

2 . Calh oun Subdivis i on - located on Orchard Roa d . Escrow 
agreements have been e xe cuted by developer and Union National 
Bank in the amount of $8 68 ,94 5 .00. Mo tion was ma de by Mr . Benne tt 
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to accept the Calhoun Subdivision e scrow agreements; mot ion s econded 
by Mrs . Kelly and carried unanimously . 

RESIDENT' S COMMENTS: 

1. Kenneth Bennington quest ioned statement made prior t o 
beg i nning of meeting ; Chairman Grunmeier ruled Mr . Bennington 
out of order sinc e meeting had not be en called to order at that 
t i me. 

2 . Philip Begley referred to the proposed position of 
Assistant Township Manager discussed at a previous mee ting and 
a sked , if advertis ed , how long it could take for this posi tion 
to be fill ed. Chairman Grunmeier replied 5 to 6 months . Mr. Begley 
expressed concern over l ack o f street s igns at intersections (i . e ., 
Hilltown Pike & Broad Street) . This wil l be referred to the Safety 
Commit tee. Mr . Begley complained of a roughly gra ded area of 
lawn near his property (Rex Subdivis ion) Mr. Wynn e xplained 
that Mr . Begley has been mowing Mr. Rex 's property for sever al 
years and advised that Mr. Rex should be responsible to maintain 
t his a rea . 

3 . Williqm Godek , Broad Street Mr . Godek asked reason 
for delay i n meet-ing; Chairman Grunmeier repl ied that the meet i ng 
was held up t o -all ow time for arr ival of a photographer to take 
pictures of presentat ions which were made . Mr. Godek noted that 
he would like the meetings to start on t i me i n the future . 
Mr. Godek also questioned 25% increase in Zoning Hearing Board 
Solici tor's fees. Mr . Singley e xplained this i s a budgetary 
consideration involvi ng personnel which can be discussed (under 
the "Sunshine Law 11

) out of context of a publ i c meeting. Mr. Singley 
also stated that budget work s es s ions a re op en to the publ i c . 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

1 . Fire report s received from Dublin , Souderton , Telford 
a nd Si l verdale . 

2. Letter recei ved from Ar lene & Sam Delp regardi ng 
3- wheelers running at Rickert Road area . Police Department has 
been adv ised. Regarding speed l imit on Rickert Road , Mr. Singley 
will respond to Mr. & Mrs . Delp that the Board has approved a 
speed study . 

Management Plan draf t 3. Bucks County Muni c ipal Was te 
g iven to Supervisors for their review . 
to radif y by Dec. 29 , 1989. Mr . Singley 
review prior to their Oc t. 23rd meeting. 

SUPERVISOR 'S COMMENTS : 

Request has been made 
asked that Supervisors 

1. Mr s . Kelly announced that a recycling poster contest 
wil l be held f or kindergarten through 6th g rade students at John 
Grasse, Seylar , and Sacred Heart e lementary schools. 
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2. Mr. Bennett asked if bids have gone out on recycling. 
Mr. Singley stated that bids will be advertised in newspapers 

and also sent to approximately six companies on Tuesday, Oct. 10th. 

3. Mr. Bennett also asked date of auction for police cars. 
Mr. Singley advised bids will be advertised within next two weeks. 

4. Chairman Grunnmeier announced that the Hilltown Township 
Volunteer Fire Company took first place in the Lansdale parade 
in the 1960-69 Pumper Category. 

5. Chairman Grunmeier read a letter received from Silverdale 
Borough Council, thanking Mr. Thomas Wynkoop of HTWSA, and Kratz 
Brothers Construction Company for their outstanding job on replacing 
water lines through town. 

6. Chairman Grunmeier asked if a date has been set for 
the joint meeting between the Water & Sewer Authority and Planning 
Commission. Mr. Fox stated that he has discussed this with the 
Chairman of the Water & Sewer Authority and is awaiting notice 
of a meeting date. 

7. Chairman Grunmeier announced that the Supervisors will 
attend the BCATO semi-annual convention on October 19th; and that 
recycling will be discussed in detail at that time. 

8. Chairman Grunmeier asked for the Board's opinion are 
regarding the Assistant Township Manager• s position. Motion was 
made by Mrs. Kelly to create the position of Assistant Township 
Manager and to allow the Township Manager to advertise for the 
position of Assistant Township Manager in the Township News; local 
newspapers; and state publications; motion seconded by 
Mr. Grunmeier. Mr. Bennett stated he would like to wait until 
the budget process is completed in December to decide whether 
this position is affordable. Chairman Grunmeier stated that it 
is not fair to place the burden of running the township on one 
person when smaller municipalities have assistant managers. He 
stated that an assistant manager could take care of complaints 
and help with zoning to afford better service to the residents. 
A vote was taken: motion carried 2:1 - Mr. Bennett was opposed. 

PRESS CONFERENCE: A con£ erence was held to answer questions 
of those reporters present. 

There being no further business, a motion of adjournment was made 
by Mr. Bennett at 9:52 P.M. 

Respectfully s~ b itted, 

~~A.~ 
/ Gi oria G. Neima 
Township Secretary 

Note: Minutes of this meeting were taken from tape 
and notes taken by Ms. Lynda Seimes, Assistant Secretary. 

recordings 

l 


