
JOINT WORK SESSION 
BETWEEN 

THE SUPERVISORS 
MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 
AND 

WATER & SEWER AUTHORITY 
September 14, 1989 

This work session is being held for review and discussion of 
the Comprehensive Plan update and any other matters which need 
to be discussed for the betterment of Hilltown Township. 

1. Call to order 

2. Discussion of the first draft of the Comprehensive Plan. 

3. Goals: 
Planning Commission 
Park & Recreation Board 
Water & Sewer Authority 

4. Other Matters: 
Ideas to improve communication between the boards, commission 
and authority. 

5. Comments: Supervisors 

6. Press 

7. Adjournment 
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HILLTOWN TOWNSHIP 
JOINT WORK SESSION 
September 14, 1989 

This meeting is being held for review and discussion of the 
Comprehensive Plan update in order to receive input from all boards, 
commissions and the authority. 

Attendance: 

Board of Supervisors: Robert H. Grunmeier , Chairman 
Betty J. Kelly, Vice Chairperson 
William H. Bennett , Jr., Supervisor 

Township Solicitor: Francis X. Grabowski 

Township Secretary: Gloria G. Neiman 

Water & Sewer Authority: John J. Roberts, Chairman 
William Curry, Vice Chairman 
Frank Beck, Secretary 
William Beals, Asstt. Secty/Treas. 
William D. Kee, Authority Engineer 

Planning Commission: Charles Barclay 
Carol Pierce 

Park & Recreation Board: Ron Allen 
Beatrice Waite 

Others: John Gerner , News Herald 
Dan Roy, Intel.ligencer 
Ivan Jurin, Hilltown Township resident 

Discussion of First Draft of Comprehensive Plan: 

Water & Sewer Authority: 

Jack Roberts referred to Page 11, Goal #8, and asked for clarifica
tion of the Development District and noted that the Wastewater 
Facilities Plan does not coincide with the Development District 
of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Mr. Roberts also stated that "satellite systems II could be erected 
outside of the Development District and asked if they would be 
dedicated to the Township under the Authority's control. 
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Page 17, #1 states "The Morris Run Watershed should be considered 
ior development before any other area . 11 Mr. Roberts stated 
that the Morris Run Watershed is presently outside of the Develop
ment District (eastern part of township), and asked if it is good 
planning to restrict water usage out of one available water basin. 
Regarding Item #4, "adequate spacing between wells and septic 
systems 11 , Mr. Roberts stated that this would be addressed by the 
Zoning Ordinance; he also asked 11 How far is 3 acres away from 
a well and a septic system? 11 

Page 29 regarding water supply, Mr. Roberts questioned whether 
the Authority would be servicing that area and again asked for 
a clearer definition of the Development District. 

Page 30, first paragraph, "The principal means of meeting the 
wastewater disposal needs is the Pennridge Wastewater Treatment 
Plant ... although it was at approximately 70% of its capacity 
in 1989, it still has capacity to provide service to the development 
district''. Mr. Roberts stated that the Authority has been in 
a moratorium for issuing reserve capacity for the last 5 months. 
Further, three municipalities in the PWTA have totally exceeded 
their capacity and, at the present time, there is very little 
reserve capacity left for Hilltown Township. Mr. Roberts indicated 
it would take a minimum of 5 years to increase their capacity; 
a nd, therefore, the Township must go forward with its plan. 

Chairman Grunmeier stated that if a developer wants to construct 
100 homes and PWTA does not have enough capacity, he could petition 
DER to install his own package treatment plant and the township 
would be responsible if there are no written constraints regarding 
construction or upkeep. Mr. Roberts stated that if satellite 
plants do come into the township, they should come under the direct 
control of the Water & Sewer Authority (regarding design and con
struction). He further stated that the verbage in the Comprehensive 
Plan draft appears to be very vague and very broad. Chairman 
Grunmeier stated (in his opinion), "The Comprehensive Plan is 
a guideline we would 1 ike to see our township take; but you have 
to deviate (at certain times) from that 11

• Mr. Grunmeier also 
agreed that there must be a clarification of the development 
district and that satellite plants should be under the control 
of the Authority. 

Frank Beck ref erred to Page 29, #2 "public water service be 
provided only within the Development District 11

• Mr. Beck stated 
that if the need arises within the township, where the wells are 
contaminated or go dry, the Authority should have the ability 
to supply the water. William Beals commented that it is a question 
of economics. Mr. Grunmeier stated that it would provide a reliable 
source of non-contaminated water while also teaching water conserva-
tion. I 
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Planning Commission: 

Charles Barclay commented that there are parts of this draft which 
were composed some time ago and that some of the wording may need 
to be strengthened. 

Frank Grabowski stated that there is an inconsistency between 
Page 11 and Page 29 -- Page 11 states that all public water supply 
facilities are publically owned; Page 29 states that public water 
service is provided only within the Development District. 
Mr. Grabowski noted that this Township also has a Centralized 
Water Supply Ordinance which requires centralized water systems 
for major subdivisions which could appear anywhere within the 
township, not only within the Development District. (i.e. Broderick 
Subdivision and proposed Habitations Subdivision). Chairman 
Grunmeier stated that the Broderick Subdivision was the impetus 
for the Centralized Well Ordinance which states, 11 0n the recommenda
tion of the H. T. Planning Commission and/ or H. T. Water & Sewer 
Authority, all major subdivisions in which the smallest created 
lot is less than 5 acres in size, shall be required to be provided 
with public or community water supply and distribution sys terns, 
designed and contructed to the Hilltown Township Water & Sewer 
Authority Specifications if mandated by the Board of Supervisors 11 • 

Regarding the Habitations project, the Supervisors agreed that 
they would like to receive a recommendation from the Water & Sewer 
Authority (Planning Commission has already made their 
recommendation). (The Authorit·y agreed to review the information 
available prior to the Supervisors' meeting of 9/25/89). 

Mr. Wynn referred to Page 17 and noted that the reference to 
development is referring to development of water supply; not 
necessarily development for housing. Also, Item #1, " the Morris 
Run Watershed should be considered for development before any 
other area"; Mr. Wynn noted that clarification should be made 

development of water resources. He also noted that Item #5 
was not a conclusion of the Intex report, Intex report indicated 
3 acres; 5 acres were specified in the Centralized Water Supply 
Ordinance. 

Chairman Grunmeier referred to Page 4, "To allow for housing 
affordable to all income groups II and asked the PC if they are 
working to provide moderate income housing to the Township. 
Mr. Barclay replied that this is a subject which will be discussed 
and considered under the Zoning Ordinance. 

Park & Recreation Board: 

Ron Allen stated that most of what is stated on Pages 30 and 31 
regarding the Park and Recreation Board is correct. He stated 
that, since 1985, the need to plan has been replaced by the need 
to "get something going". The Deep Run Sport's Association will 
be working with the H.T. Civic Association to utilize some of 
the townshipts facilities; Mr. Bennett noted that this is very 
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clos e to agreement . Mr . Allen remarked that the townsh ip has 
not ac t i vely purs ued t he banking of open space . Chairma n Gr unmei e r 
s tated that y e a rs ago , General Revenue Shar i ng was given for 
pur chase of ground for parks, p o l ice cars , etc. ; Revenue Sharing 
i s no longer available ; and t he way to obtai n ground i s from the 
d evelopers, at no cost to the townsh ip, a s open spa c e (which shou ld 
be a usable parcel at l e a st in pa r t ) . The S t er ling Knol l 
d evelopment was d iscussed and Mr. Wynn sugge sted the possibili ty 
of util izing some of that ope n space area a s a ball f i eld . 

Cha irman Grunmeier s uggested that the Park & Recrea tion Board 
c ould visit o t her commun i ty parks, if the y wi sh, and t hat 
Mr. Sing ley could se t up a tour f or t hem . Mr . Al len stated that 
fi r s t it mus t b e decided what land should be kept or p urchas ed 
for recreational uses . Mr. Bennet t stated that the Board is 
awa iting the Park & Recreation Board's dee i s ion on approximate ly 
4 0 a cres the Township currently owns whethe r i t should be 
retained , off ered f or sale , etc . Mr s . Waite answer ed that it 
would be wis e t o hold onto the land , a s there may be a t ime t ha t 
Hill town wou ld look towards building a swimming pool ( a l though 
not at the present t i me) . 

Mr . Bennett noted t hat there i s a sma l l pa r k in Lans dale , Montgomery 
Towns hip , off of Li ne Street, 4~ acres, with tenni s court s , soccer 
fi e ld, ball field, basketball c our t and picni c t a bles, and stated 
that i t i s beautiful s et-up. He recommended t hat Mr. Singley 
and Scott Tagg vis i t the a r ea. Mr. Allen remar ked that , perhaps , 
somethin g on a sma ller scale coul d be accomplis hed with the Blooming 
Glen Playground l and. 

Mr. Alle n asked what would be involved in the cons truction of 
a golf course and expressed concern over the amount of water needed 
1 o r maintenance. Mr . Bennett indicat ed that golfing is be coming 
v ery p opular and a golf course is an ideal way to preserve open 
space . Mr . Allen also stated that this would e ncourage g r owth 
and would attract the higher pr i ced homes . Mr . Grabowsk i reported 
tha t golf courses are a lso a ffe c ted by Delawa re River Basin 
Conuni ssion regulat i ons and limitations , and that the water used 
on golf courses g oes right ba ck into the g round . In a nswer to 
Mr. Allen's ques t ion, Mr. Grabowsk i no ted that s pray irrigat i on 
s yst ems ( sewage di sposa l ) a r e not a permitted use on golf cours e s. 

Wil liam Beals asked why the township canno t pursue spray irrigat ion 
as a sourc e of alternate d i sposal . Chairman Grunmeier a nswered 
tha t the f eeling of the Board of Supervisors was t h a t t he main 
t e nance of a n i ndividual system could n ot be r egulated. Mr . Bea ls 
stated that it could be controlled on a large r bas is . 

I 
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Mrs. Waite ref erred to Page 3 0, the Blooming Glen Playground will 
no longer be a private facility. Mr. Allen suggested that 
developers could be asked to consider pre-development on the open 
space, i.e., swing sets, jungle gyms, tennis court , with that 
open space dedicated to the township. 

Charles Barclay stated that the PC agrees that the Comprehensive 
Plan is general by design in some areas, and welcomed comments 
and specifics from the other boards and authority. 

Mr. Allen requested that the Supervisors decide on a policy for 
banking open space. Chairman Grunmeier stated that when a plan 
is submitted_, the Park & Recreation Board could be notified and 
the Township Engineer could view the open space with members of 
that Board. He also noted that care must be taken not to acquire 
open space which would only require upkeep by the Township. 
Mr. Allen agreed that if the land is taken, there must be a use 
for it. (The Pleasant Meadowst open space area and wetlands 
requirements were discussed.) 

Mr. Bennett indicated that the Board of Supervisors is waiting 
to hear from the Park & Recreation Board regarding the Blooming 
Glen Association and the 3 acres next to the Civic field. Also, 
recommendation on approximately 11 pieces of land. Mr. Allen 
stated that this was discussed in the Park & Rec. July minutes. 

Chairman Grunmeier asked for any other goals which should be 
covered. Mr. Grabowski indicated that the Water & Sewer Authority 
realizes the Comprehensive Plan should be a general philosophy; 
however, the Water & Sewer Authority has very little sewer capacity 
remaining and that this will be used on:i..y for requests of one 
or two. At a recent HTWSA meeting, when told there was a mora
torium, a developer asked if the Authority would take over an 
on-site sewage treatment plant if built for that development. 
Mr. Grabowski stated that the Authority does not have the capacity 
t o serve the existing Development District at the present time. 
I f the Authority is placed in the position of controlling their 
own sewage treatment plant, they will need to know where to place 
it, amount of gallonage needed to serve the existing Development 
District; and if the District is expanded, the Authority will 
need to be advised of that now. 

William Kee, Authority Engineer, noted that a series of many package 
treatment plants throughout the township would not be good planning 
from a manpower point of view, since it would be very time consuming 
for maintenance. Gravity should also be taken into consideration 
when determining location. Jack Roberts also suggested the 
possibility of a central system, rather than multiple systems. 
Mr. Kee advised that area required for a central system would 
be approximately ten acres, but that it would depend upon the 
type of plant (whether interim or long term). Mr. Beals noted 
that the township can now build their own plant; however, years 
ago, the State mandated that the only way to provide public sewage 
was to join PWTA. 
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Mr . Wynn note d that the Comprehensive Plan draft i s based on popula
tion projections and anticipated growth . Re ferr i ng to Page 32 
of the Draf t -- 1 ,00 0 dwell ing unit s needed for ant icipated popula
t ion growth . Development District a s it currently e xis ts is 
adequate t hrough the y ear 2 , 000 . 

Other Matters : 

J ack Roberts sta ted that mee tings such as this are a big step 
in the right direction ; t he Park & Recreation Board a nd Planni ng 
Comm i ssion members agreed . Chairman Grunmeier suggested that 
any c omment s r egarding be tter communication be tween the vario us 
boards , commission and author ity should be s ent to t he Township 
Offi ce. 

Supervisor' s Comments: 

Mrs . Ke lly s tated tha t it has been a very interes ted meeting ; 
but that she was very disappoint ed to see that there were only 
two members of the PC present. 

Mr. Bennett s t ated that he has s ome reservations on whether the 
PC and HTWSA are "on the same wave length 11 regarding fu ture 
p lanning . He stat ed t hat i t appears the HTWSA would l ike t o expand 
beyond the Development Di strict and t he PC appears to feel there 
i s no need to expand. Mr . Barc lay answered that the PC is st ill 
undecided; a nd agreed wi t h Mr . Roberts I remark t hat there needs 
to be a better definition of the Development District. There 
e nsured discuss ion regarding interpreta tion o f this District . 
Cha irman Grunmeier sta ted that the Wastewater Facilities Compone nt 
Plan a nd the Devel opment District are 11 out of sync". 

The Supervisors agreed to Chairman Grunmeier' s suggestion that 
the Authority and PC meet and attempt to define the Development 
District are a, and that, perhaps , commun icat ion will then i mprove . 
I f the Authority and PC cannot a gree on an area , the Board of 
Superv i sors wil l then make a dec is ion . 

Reg a r ding the Habitat ions Subdivis ion, copies of Ordinances #87-2 
a nd #87 -3 wil l be given to the Author ity f or t he ir r eview ; with 
a ll informat ion pertain ing to that developmen t . 

A press conference followed to answer quest i ons of reporters 
pre sent . 

Mr . Curry quest ioned the Board 's f eel i ngs on expansion of the 
Development District when there i s wat e r and s ewer a vaila ble i n 
the a rea . Chairman Grunmeier stated ( in his opini on) i f there 
is a deve l opment of 110 uni ts o uts ide of the Development District , 
and the Aut hority ha s wa ter and sewer i n tha t l ocation , the 
Authority should supply the water and s ewer; otherwise, there 
would be many s atellite systems throughout the towns hip . 
Mr. Bennett a nswered t hat it is a ques t ion 11 01 what we wa nt the 
township to look like 10 y ears from now '1 and that there should 
be a meeting of the mi nds . Th e Board agreed that there s hould 
be 1'controlle d 11 development . 
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Mr. Barclay stated that this discussion has been very worthwhile 
and agreed with the discussion; however, he noted that the PC 
is guided by the Zoning Ordinance and that communication is needed 
with the Authority in order to discuss this issue. 

Mr. Grabowski stated that amount of 
when updating the Zoning Ordinance 
effective control over the developer. 

density should be addressed 
in order to provide more 

The Water & Sewer Authority agreed to meet with the Planning 
Commission. Mr. Roberts will contact Jack Fox, Chairman of the 
PC. Mr. Roberts will contact the Township Secretary advising 
of meeting dates. 

There being no further business, a motion of adjournment was made 
by Mr. Bennett at 9:25 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~ - ~ 
~N-

1oria G. Neima 
Township Secretary 




